Northern DEPARTMENT OF
Territory PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Government

GUIDANCE NOTE NO: 34/98 REVISION NO: 1

Requirements for Fishing Vessels Whilst at Anchor

As a result of the Federal Investigation into the collision between the Australian fishing vessel
“TERESA” and the Cypriot bulk carrier “ATLANTIS TWO?” off Termination Island, Western
Australia, the following advice is directed to fishing vessel operators whilst at anchor:-

1) Toincrease the radar signature of their vessel(s), operators should consider fitting a
radar reflector, mounted in the ‘catch-water’ position (ie. rigged so that one inverted cone
is pointed directly upwards) and in an unobstructed location on the main mast;

2) Vessels must display correct anchor lighting and sufficient deck illumination whilst at
anchor;

3) Vessels should be anchored away from commercial sea lanes;

4)  Fishing Vessel operators should be aware of the legal requirement (under the
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea) to maintain a proper look-out
at all times, by sight and hearing as well as by all means appropriate in the prevailing
circumstances and conditions, so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and of the
risk of collision.

For further information or clarification, Fishing Vessel operators are encouraged to contact the
Senior Nautical Officer in Darwin, telephone (08) 8924 7100.

Signed by: Sri Srinivas
Date Issued: 28 May 2009

For further information contact Marine Safety Branch:
2nd Floor, Energy House, 18-20 Cavenagh, Darwin NT 0800, GPO Box 2520, Darwin NT 0801
Telephone: 08 8924 7100, Facsimile: 08 8924 7009
Email: marinesafety@nt.gov.au http://www.nt.gov.au/dpi/

Disclaimer : While care is taken to ensure that information contained in NT Government publications is true and correct at the
time of the publication, this information is provided on the basis that users undertake responsibility for assessing the
relevance, accuracy and currency of its content. The Northern Territory of Australia gives no warranty or assurance and
makes no representation, express or implied, as to the accuracy of this information or that it is suitable for your intended use.
To the maximum extent permitted by law, each user waives and releases the Territory from any and all claims relating to the
use of this information and in no event shall the Territory of Australia be liable for loss or damage arising directly or indirectly
from the use of or reliance on it for whatever purpose.
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