Background Information

The Territory’s protected area system covers less than 4% of the NT and many significant areas occur
outside the existing reserve system, some of them of international & national importance. The NT
government alone doesn't have the resources to conserve biodiversity in all these areas & therefore
needs to develop partnerships with other landowners and managers to enhance the conservation of

biodiversity in the NT. The project Recognising Sites of Significance and Implementing

Conservation

Management in the NT is a 2 year Natural Heritage Trust project funded under the NT INRM plan & NT
Regional Investment Strategy (2006), to identify sites of outstanding conservation significance and trial

collaborative management at priority sites.
PROJECT AIMS

1. Identify and prioritise sites of outstanding
conservation significance in the NT

2. Initiate collaborative management at a trial
set of priority sites

METHODS

Sites of outstanding conservation significance in
the NT are listed in the NT Parks and
Conservation Masterplan (2006). These sites are
internationally or nationally significant for their
concentration of threatened species or restricted
range species, the presence of important
aggregations of wildlife, important wetland or
botanical values. The sites were identified from
existing information and data, as well as through
the consultation process associated with
development of the NT Parks Masterplan (2006).

The next stage of the process is to collate
information about the values, threats, and
conservation initiatives for each site. This data
will be stored in a database and an information
dossier will be prepared for each individual site.

Consultation with landowners and relevant
stakeholders will then take place to gauge their
interest in undertaking conservation
management at the site, either collaboratively
with NRETA or otherwise.

Sites will be prioritised based on the level of
threat, landholder interest, & significance of the
site. Collaborative management trials will be
undertaken at a small number of priority sites,
once management priorities have been identified
and costed.

Groote Eylandt has outstanding conservation values

OUTPUTS & OUTCOMES

The major outputs of this project will include:

« Information dossiers and a database of key
information about sites of outstanding
conservation significance in the NT;

e A trial of off-reserve conservation initiatives
& collaborative management at priority sites;

e Capacity building of local groups and
landowners to manage and conserve
important sites.

The overall outcome of this project will be a strategic
approach to off-reserve conservation management
efforts in the future and protection & restoration of
significant sites in the NT.

Further information about this project is available from
Louise Harrison or Simon Ward at the Biodiversity
Conservation Division, Department of Natural
Resources, Environment and the Arts, Berrimah on
phone 08 89448453 or email
louise.harrison@nt.gov.au.




