Check pot plants

Prevention

The best means of containing exotic ants is through
prevention, rather than managing the problem once
it has arrived. To prevent further spread of exotic
ants:

Always have your luggage and goods checked
by customs when you return from overseas
travel.

Do not move soils and pot plants to other areas,
as the soil may contain ant nests.

Clean machinery before moving it long
distances. Dried soil that is often on equipment
and machinery may contain ant colonies.

Report suspected sightings of exotic ants or their
nests to ph: 8999 4582.
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Clean machinery before moving

Northern meat ant
Iridomyrmex sanguineus
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Why are native ants important?

Native ants play a very important role in the natural
ecosystem. Native ants collect seeds from the soil
surface and carry them underground to their nests
where they are protected from animals, fire and harsh
environmental conditions. The seed is then able to
germinate when conditions are favourable.

Native ants also have other benefits for our natural
environment, including:

Aerating the soil through nesting.

Adding nutrients to the soil, when they take food
back to their nests.

Assisting with the removal and breaking down of
organic matter, making it available to other animals
and plants.

Contact

To help and find out more about identification
of ants in your backyard, contact:

Biodiversity Conservation
Department of Natural Resources,
Environment and The Arts

Ph: 8999 4582
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Yellow crazy ant Anoplolepis gracilipes
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