THREATENED SPECIES OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

FAWN HOPPING-MOUSE
Notomys cervinus
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Conservation status
Australia: Vulnerable.
Northern Territory: Endangered.

Description

The fawn hopping-mouse is a
relatively large rodent (head-body
length 95-120 mm, body mass 30-50
g). The tail is longer than the body
(120-160 mm) and ends in a tuft of
dark hairs. In contrast to the dusky
hopping-mouse and spinifex hopping-
mouse with which it may be confused,
the fawn hopping-mouse does not
have a throat pouch. Males may have
a glandular area of naked or raised
skin (2-3 mm across) on the chest
between the forelimbs (Watts and
Aslin 1981).

The upperbody colour varies among
individuals and ranges from pale
pinkish-fawn to grey. The belly is
white. The ears are particularly long
and the head broad and short. The
eyes are very protuberant. Whiskers
on the muzzle are extremely long (up
to 65 mm).

Fawn hopping-mouse. (Photo: P. Canty)

Distribution

The species is patchily distributed on
gibber plains and claypans of the Lake
Eyre Basin in north-east South

Australia and south-west Queensland.
In the Northern Territory there are old
records from gibber country near
Charlotte Waters in 1895 (Baynes and
Johnson 1996). More recent records
are from Uluru Kata Tjuta National
Park (Great Sandy Desert bioregion)
and Curtin Springs (Finke bioregion),
although some authors (e.g. Reid et al.
1993) do not accept the Uluru records.

Conservation reserves where
reported:

Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park
(unconfirmed).
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Known locations of the fawn hopping-
mouse.

O = pre 1970; - = post 1970.

Ecology

The fawn hopping-mouse is a gibber-
dwelling species. It lives in small
family groups of two to four individuals.
Burrows are up to one metre deep and
have between one and three
entrances.

The diet of the fawn hopping-mouse is
primarily seeds, but it also eats green
plant material and insects when they
are seasonally available. Like other
hopping mice it does not require free
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water, but can drink very salty water,
excreting excess salt in concentrated
urine and faeces.

Reproduction in this species appears
to be opportunistic; breeding occurring
when conditions are favourable. In
captivity gestation is between 38 and
43 days following which litters of one
to five fully furred young are born
(Watts 1995).

Conservation assessment
It is unclear whether the fawn hopping-
mouse still occurs in the Northern
Territory. No records were obtained
either during extensive trapping as
part of the Finke Bioregion survey
(Neave et al. 2004) and intensive
trapping at seven sites on Andado
Station and at Mac Clarke
Conservation Reserve. These surveys
were carried out during favourable
climatic conditions that resulted in high
populations of other rodents including
the spinifex hopping-mouse. Previous
surveys in 1994 were located in
suitable habitat for the species around
Charlotte Waters (Eldridge and Reid
2000). The species is classified as
Endangered in the Northern Territory
(under criteria C2b) based on:
- population size estimated to
number <2500 mature individuals;
a continuing decline in numbers of
mature individuals; and
extreme fluctuations in number of
mature individuals.

Threatening processes

Threatening processes faced by the
fawn hopping-mouse have not been
identified. However, possible factors
include habitat degradation, predation
by introduced carnivores (cats and
foxes), and competition with
introduced herbivores (including cattle
and rabbits).

Conservation objectives and
management

There is no existing management
program for the species in the
Northern Territory.

Management priorities are:

(i) targeted searches for the species
should be included in any future
survey of the Stony Plains bioregion in
the Northern Territory; and

(ii) any reliable potential sightings
should be followed up as soon as
possible.
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