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Melbourne artist shortlisted in Silver Jubilee Telstra Art Award

Melbourne’s Bindi Cole is one of over 100 entrants to be short listed in this year’s prestigious 25" Telstra
National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art Award.

Bindi’s photograph How To Be A Domestic Goddess is part of a series capturing the transformation of
Aboriginal Drag Queen, Foxy, from man to woman.

“l don’t think you could be more on the fringes of society than being Aboriginal, Gay and a Drag Queen,
yet Foxy relishes this role and her strength comes through in this image,” said Bindi.

Bindi studied photography at the Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE (NMIT) and is currently
undertaking a Bachelor of Visual Arts (Fine Arts) at Ballarat University. In 2007 she won the Boscia
Galleries Award for Photography as part of the Victorian Indigenous Art Photography Award, and was a
finalist in the Monash Gallery of Art (MGA) William and Winifred Bowness Photography Prize and the
National Photographic Portrait Prize.

Museum and Art Gallery (MAGNT) Acting Director, Apolline Kohen said the great diversity of
Indigenous expression is reflected in the artworks submitted this year which range from 2D works on
paper, bark and canvas to 3D works made from fibre, ironwood and fibreglass.

“The quality of the art works we have received for this year’s Silver Jubilee is outstanding, and there is no
doubt the judges will have a difficult time selecting the winners,” Ms Kohen said.

Lawrie Mortimer, General Manager of the Telstra’s Indigenous Directorate, said the Telstra Art Award
provides incredible exposure for Indigenous artists from all around Australia.

“Telstra’s support of this Award helps ensure the continued development of Indigenous art in Australia by
identifying and recognising the country’s most talented artists, no matter where they live,” Mr Mortimer
said.

The overall $40,000 Telstra Award and further four media categories will again be non-acquisitive in
2008, which means the winning artists can retain or sell their works.

“We’re expecting many of the works to be in great demand following the announcement of this year’s
winners,” Ms Kohen said.

“Last year, over two thirds of finalists sold their works for a combined total of more than $850,000.”

Winners in the Telstra Art Award will be announced on Friday 15 August at the Museum and Art Gallery
of the Northern Territory, and works will be on display until Sunday 26 October 2008.

The Telstra Art Award is open to all adult Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists and aims to
showcase the very best Australian Indigenous art from around the country.
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For further information contact:

Award Coordinator, Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory

GPO Box 4646 Darwin NT 0801  Tel: 08 8999 8203  Fax: 08 8999 8148  Email:
natsiaa@nt.gov.au

Media note: To speak to Telstra Art Award finalists call Melanie Neilson on 0400 599 463.

The 25" Telstra National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art Award is supported by the Visual Arts
and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.

Australian Government

% Visual Arts and Craft Strategy

Northern Territory

NATSIAA


mailto:natsiaa@nt.gov.au

