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The Australian Megafauna is a name given to the diverse group of ‘giant’ animals that lived from two
million to ten thousand years ago. Today, we still have similar, but smaller animals in Australia such as the
wombat.

a) Why have our native animals become smaller over time?

b) What 3 factors may have contributed to the extinction of the megafauna?

1)

2)

3)

Our native animals have evolved behaviours which help them to survive the Top End dry season. Explain
the adaptations listed below, and give an example of an animal which uses it.

a) Aestivation

Animal

b) Diet shift

Animal

c) Migration

Animal

Australian Megafauna1
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Choose a fish within the display and provide the following information:

a)   Common name

b)   Scientific name

c)   By looking at the body shape and teeth of the fish, describe its behaviour and diet.

Choose an animal within the display and answer the following questions.

a) What is its common name?

b) Where would you find it in the Northern Territor y?

c) Circle the correct answer.  It is:

 arboreal terrestrial flying  subterranean

d) What do you think it eats?

e)

 Tough Terrestrials3

Strong Jaws, Big Teeth

Make a drawing of the
animal and label the
adaptations which allow it
to do  c) and d) above.
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  Mangroves

a) Three important adaptations mangrove trees have to their intertidal habitat are salt-pumping
leaves, cable roots and pneumatophores. Label these features on the picture below and explain
their importance.

5

1)

2)

2)

c) Choose one animal in the mangroves and explain two features that assists them in such an
environment.

animal

adaptations

b) What is the significance of the Chestnut Rail’s beak?

1)

2)
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