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Contact: 
 

Development Assessment Services 
 
Phone: (08) 8999 7867 
Email: das.dpi@nt.gov.au 
 

Contact: 
 

Strategic Lands Planning -
Indigenous Land Use Planning 

 
Phone: (08) 8999 1300 
Email: planning@nt.gov.au 
 

Is the land 
zoned? 

Does the 
proposal involve 
a lease etc. of 
more than 12 

years? 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

1.  Introduction 
 
These guidelines outline the process involved in obtaining planning consent for development in 
Growth Towns and Indigenous communities. These guidelines are to be read in conjunction with 
the policy requirements of other authorities, including Power and Water and the relevant Shire 
Council. 
 
Development assessment processes apply to Growth Towns and Indigenous communities to 
ensure that: 
 

 development and land use adheres to the planning principles set out in the Northern 
Territory Planning Scheme; 

 relevant government agencies are included in the development assessment process; 
and 

 access to services is monitored and managed appropriately. 
 

2. Planning Process in Growth Towns and Indigenous 
Communities 

The Northern Territory Planning Scheme applies to the whole Territory (see Appendix A). 
Currently, different development assessment processes apply for Growth Towns and Indigenous 
communities depending on:  

 Whether the land is zoned. 
 The length of an intended lease, licence or other right to occupy or use the land. 
 Whether a cadastral survey can be conducted (all Growth Towns can be 

surveyed). 

For further details go to NT Lands Group - NT Government - Australia. The following flowchart 
guides proponents on which approach to follow: 
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(Section 2.2 of 
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apply 

(Section 2.1 
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Development assessment for Growth Towns and Indigenous communities is in accordance with 
the Northern Territory Planning Scheme (the Scheme). The Scheme sets out planning principles 
and development provisions to shape the appropriate development and use of land.  

Town Plans for the Growth Towns are being prepared for inclusion in the Scheme (see 
Appendix B).  

The Growth Towns are progressively being surveyed and proposed cadastre has been drafted 
for the majority of the Indigenous communities. The survey and proposed cadastre provides lot 
boundaries for existing development. 

 

2.1 Development Assessment Processes 
 
Development consent is required for discretionary land uses in a zone and the subdivision or 
consolidation of land (see 2.2).  

The Development Assessment Process including application costs and required application 
information is detailed on the Department of Lands and Planning’s website, 
www.nt.gov.au/lands/planning/system/. A flow chart is at Appendix C.  

 

2.2 Subdivision in Growth Towns and Indigenous Communities 

Development consent is required for the subdivision or consolidation of any land, zoned or not, 
that is not controlled by the Pastoral Lands Act.  

Under the Planning Act, if land is to be used through the granting of a lease, licence or other 
right to use or occupy a part of the land for a term of more than 12 years, subdivision is required. 
The requirement also applies if the aggregate of all terms of a lease, license or right exceeds a 
period of 12 years. 

Part 5 of the Scheme establishes certain standards for subdivision including minimum lot sizes, 
general layout, the provision of open space etc. These provisions should be read in conjunction 
with the requirements of service authorities and local government (Shire) councils. 

The development application process including application costs, application form and 
requirements is detailed on the Department of Lands and Planning’s website, 
www.nt.gov.au/lands/planning/system/.  
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2.3 Development Endorsement through Strategic Lands 
Planning 

A proposal requiring access to Power and Water services on land that is unzoned or not 
requiring subdivision is to be submitted to Strategic Lands Planning (Indigenous Land Use 
Planning), as detailed in this section and Appendix D. 

All proposals must include a detailed site plan (refer to Section 3), and are assessed against the 
development provisions of the planned future use of the area. 

The developer is required to undertake the following steps for land requiring subdivision:  

 

 

1 

 

Developer contacts Strategic Lands Planning (SLP) for preliminary land use 
advice.  
Ph: (08) 8999 1300   Email: planning@nt.gov.au 

 
2 Developer negotiates with the land owner/land holding entity1 an endorsement 

to proceed with the land use approval process and submits the following  to SLP 
for assessment: 

1) endorsement from the land owner/land holding entity; 
2) development proposal; and  
3) site plan. 

 
3 SLP endorses proposal for design purposes. Amendments to proposal may be 

required prior to endorsement. 

 
4 Developer submits SLP endorsed proposal to Power and Water (Remote 

Operations) for approval of servicing requirements in accordance with Power 
and Water Guidelines. 

 
5 Developer provides DLP with the Power and Water approved servicing plan and, 

if required, requests the allocation of administrative lot number/s to proposed 
new lot/s. 

 
 

 

                                                 
1 Land Trust (through Land Council); Office of Township Leasing or FaHCSIA 5 year lease (see Appendix E). 
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3 Site Plan Requirements 
 
A site plan of the proposed works is required for assessment. Lot boundaries are to be based on 
the proposed cadastre or endorsed survey where applicable. Proposed cadastre can be 
accessed via the Northern Territory Government’s Integrated Land Information System (ILIS) or 
Bushtel.  
 
Access to ILIS is available to all NT Government Departments or through contacting ILIS 
Support to request a Security Certificate. This Security Certificate then enables online access to 
ILIS, with fees applicable to searches conducted through the Land Titles Offices (this includes 
accessing Certificates of Title for a particular allotment). Further information on ILIS is available 
via ILIS Support. 
 
Bushtel contains links to the following: 
 
  SLAP Map - community layout, including existing buildings, proposed cadastre and constraints 
  NT Atlas - an environmental and spatial directory, including proposed cadastre.  
  Google Earth - community aerial photography and proposed cadastre 
 
If a survey plan is available, it can be accessed through the “Survey Plan Index” layer in NT 
Atlas. Development Application requirements for zoned land and for the subdivision of land can 
be found at www.nt.gov.au/lands/planning/system/. 
 
Preliminary communication with Power and Water is recommended, however planning 
endorsement is required prior to Power and Water approval. 

The site plan must include the following: 

 lot location; 
 lot dimensions and area; 
 position and description of surrounding, existing buildings; 
 footprint of building(s);  
 vehicle access points;  
 landscape and open space areas;  
 any proposed and/or existing effluent disposal systems on the site; and 
 possible constraints, such as flood implications or cultural exclusions. 

An image of the site plan requirements is provided on the next page.
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Figure 1  Image of site plan requirement 
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Working Future 

The Northern Territory Government is committed to improving the provision of goods and services in 
Growth Towns to a comparable standard to similar-sized towns in Australia.  Currently, DLP is in the 
process of gazetting Town Plans for Growth Towns and remote communities on Aboriginal land in 
accordance with the objectives outlined under the ‘Working Future “policy.  

The ‘Working Future’ policy outlines the establishment of Territory Growth Towns and the need to 
develop these towns to a comparable standard, in terms of the provision of goods and services, with 
similar-sized towns in Australia.  

The Growth Towns are all remote Indigenous communities, with the exception of Borroloola and Elliott. 
The policy will see 20 Indigenous communities transformed over time into Territory Growth Towns that:  

 are properly planned and designed; 
 have services, buildings and facilities like any other country town; and  
 benefit from targeted investment in infrastructure. 

Appendix A: NT Planning System  
 
 
The NT Planning Act and Regulations provide for the appropriate and orderly planning and control of 
the use and development of land, and for related purposes throughout the Northern Territory. The Act 
provides for the Northern Territory Planning Scheme (the Scheme).  

The NT Planning Scheme commenced in 2007, and applies to the whole Territory. Part 2 of the 
Scheme outlines planning principles that demonstrate the Northern Territory Government’s commitment 
to appropriate outcomes of land use and planning.  

The Department of Lands and Planning (DLP) manages the planning and development framework 
incorporating the Planning Act, the NT Planning Scheme and provides professional and technical 
support to the Development Consent Authority.  

DLP provides planning advice for 73 remote indigenous communities throughout the Territory. Of these, 
20 have been identified as Growth Towns under the ‘Working Future’ policy, in close alignment with the 
COAG ‘National Indigenous Reform Agreement’. 

Town Plans are currently being included into the Scheme for Growth Towns to establish a land use 
framework which will guide the long term development of each Growth Town.  
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Appendix B: Components of a Town Plan 

 

  + + 

 

 

                 

Area Plan       Zoning Map 

 

 

 

 

 

Development Provisions 

 

 

NOTE: This is for reference only. For full details please go to www.nt.gov.au/lands/planning. 

Area  
Plan 

Development 
Provisions 

Zoning  
Map 

Area Plan: provides a framework for 
future growth by indicating areas for 
different land uses e.g. Industrial Use area 

Zoning Map: indicates zone 
classifications for each parcel of land. 
Each zone has a primary purpose.        
e.g. Light Industry zone. 

Development Provisions (in the 
Scheme): indicate uses that area that are 
either Permitted, Discretionary, or 
Prohibited within each zone and impose 
development controls. 
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Appendix C: Development Procedures Flow Chart – DAS Process 
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 Appendix D: Development Procedures Flow Chart – SLP Process 
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Appendix E: Supporting Information and Resources 

www.bushtel.nt.gov.au
mailto: planning@nt.gov.au
http://www.nt.gov.au/lands/planning/scheme/indigenoususeplanning.shtml
mailto: das.dpi@nt.gov.au
http://www.nt.gov.au/lands/planning/index.shtml
http://www.nt.gov.au/lands/planning/index.shtml
mailto: bas.lpe@nt.gov.au
www.nt.gov.au/lands/building/
david.jeffery@nt.gov.au
www.nt.gov.au/lands/ilis/
mailto: remotecommunityservicingnorth.pwc@powerwater.com.au
mailto: remotecommunityservicingsouth.pwc@powerwater.com.au
http://www.powerwater.com.au/business/for_business_and_developers/for_business_and_developers2
mailto: townshipleasing@otl.gov.au
www.otl.gov.au
mailto: 5yearleases@fahcsia.gov.au
www.nlc.org.au
www.clc.org.au
www.darw.catholic.org.au

