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1 INTRODUCTION

The availability of comprehensive crime and justice figures is necessary for informed public debate
and the development and evaluation of targeted crime prevention strategies.

This publication is the eighteenth in a series of quarterly reports and presents important crime and
justice statistics relating to the Northern Territory. This publication covers the period
December Quarter 2004 to the December Quarter 2006, presenting statistics that address four main
areas:

o offences recorded by the Police;
e prisoners and detainees in correctional facilities;
e outcomes for drug offences; and

e court outcomes for aggravated property offences.

This publication was compiled by the Office of Crime Prevention. The Office was established as a
central agency to coordinate crime prevention strategies across government and the community;
develop and evaluate crime prevention strategies; and collate, analyse and publish comprehensive
crime and justice statistics. The Northern Territory Quarterly Crime and Justice Statistics publication
will be publicised and freely available to the public via the website <www.crimeprevention.nt.gov.au>.

Since Issue 16, this publication includes recorded crime statistics for the Northern Territory Balance,
those areas outside of the six major urban centres of Darwin, Palmerston, Alice Springs, Katherine,
Tennant Creek and Nhulunbuy.

1.1 INTENDED AUDIENCE

This report contains statistics and commentary to inform the Northern Territory community and those
organisations interested in trends and patterns in key crime indicators. Researchers and private and
public agencies may also find this report both interesting and informative.

1.2 Use

Statistics in the Territory can be highly volatile, with large swings from one period to another. This is
particularly the case for regional centres where small populations and changes in operational or
administrative procedures may heavily influence statistics. Consequently, wherever possible crime
and justice data is reported in this publication within an historical context to allow the reader to
understand recent changes from a broader perspective.

Due to the complexity of crime and justice issues the statistics in this report may be misinterpreted.
Consideration of the source of the data and what it represents is required before useful conclusions
can be drawn. Supplementary notes and a glossary (which may be used to gain a fuller
understanding of the contents of this report) are available at the end of the publication.

1.3 DATA SOURCES

The data used in the compilation of this report was sourced primarily from operational systems
maintained by the Northern Territory Government. Consequently, as cases proceed through the
criminal justice system new information may come to light that results in minor changes in statistics
from one publication to another.

The data used in sections describing offences recorded by the NT Police was extracted from the
Police Real-time On-line Management Information System. This is an operational system run by the
Police that contains data relating to incidents and offences recorded by the Police.

The data used in the sections describing outcomes for offences was extracted from the Integrated
Justice Information System. This is an operational system run by the Department of Justice
containing data relating to NT Correctional Services, Courts Administration and Infringement Notices.

Data on the daily average number of prisoners and detainees has been obtained from records
maintained by Northern Territory Correctional Services.

Introduction 1
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2 OVERVIEW

2.1 OFFENCES RECORDED BY THE POLICE
The following is a summary of the findings relating to key offence groups recorded by the Police for
the Northern Territory as a whole, six major urban centres and the Northern Territory Balance.

A statistical test has been applied to the last 12 months of the recorded crime data to identify any
upward or downward trends. The last 12 months data is considered to be stable unless a statistically
significant trend is reported.

2.1.1 Northern Territory
Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded offences against the person was 1292; assault
accounted for 90% and sexual assault 5%. The remaining offences were murder, attempted murder,
manslaughter, robbery and other offences against the person.

e The underlying average level of assault has ranged between 303 and 401 offences per month
during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 357 per month is at the middle of the range.
Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period (refer Figure 2).

There were 1165 recorded assault offences in the Territory in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 15% (151) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 4% (54) from the same
guarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of sexual assault has ranged between 26 and 31 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 27 per month is at the lower end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased in the middle of the period
(refer Figure 3).

There were 71 recorded sexual assault offences in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 20% (18) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 11% (9) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences was 4958; other theft accounted
for 40%, property damage 36% and house break-ins 10%. The remaining offences were break-ins to
commercial or other premises, motor vehicle theft and related offences and other property offences.

e The underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between 141 and 180 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 173 per month is at the higher end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable (refer Figure 6).

There were 508 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 3% (15)
from the previous quarter and an increase of 7% (32) from the same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other premises has ranged between
90 and 133 offences per month during the past nine quarters. lIts current level of 133 per month is
at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained
stable (refer Figure 7).

There were 384 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 11% (49) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 15% (50) from the same
guarter the previous year.

o The underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences has ranged between 107
and 131 offences per month during the past nine quarters. lIts current level of 107 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the
middle of the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified (refer Figure 8).

There were 288 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 18% (64) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 23% (86) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Overview 2



— NT Quarterly Crime & Justice Statistics, Issue 18: December Quarter 2006 —

e The underlying average level of other theft has ranged between 585 and 708 offences per month
during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 650 per month is in the middle of the range.
Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in the period and decreased in
the middle of the period (refer Figure 9).

There were 1973 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease
of 3% (55) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 6% (113) from the same quarter the
previous year.

e The underlying average level of property damage has ranged between 483 and 621 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 621 per month is at the higher end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable (refer Figure 10).

There were 1784 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 6% (116) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 2% (38) from the same
guarter the previous year.

2.1.2 Darwin
Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, a total of 338 offences against the person were recorded in Darwin; assault
accounted for 86% and sexual assault 7%. The remaining offences were murder, robbery and other
offences against the person. There were no recorded offences relating to attempted murder or
manslaughter in this quarter.

e The underlying average level of assault has ranged between 83 and 93 offences per month
during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 93 per month is at the higher end of the range.
Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased in the middle of the period (refer
Figure 12).

There were 292 recorded assault offences in Darwin in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 22% (52) from the previous quarter and an increase of 8% (22) from the same quarter
the previous year.

e The underlying average level of sexual assault has ranged between 9 and 11 offences per month
during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 9 per month is at the lower end of the range.
Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable (refer Figure 13).

There were 24 recorded sexual assault offences in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 29% (10) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 27% (9) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences in Darwin was 2550; other theft
accounted for 43% and property damage 34%. The remaining offences included house break-ins,
break-ins to commercial or other premises, motor vehicle theft and related offences and other
property offences.

e The underlying average level of house break-ins has remained stable at 86 offences per month
during the past nine quarters (refer Figure 16).

There were 272 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 9% (22)
from the previous quarter and an increase of 9% (23) from the same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other premises has ranged between
30 and 60 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 60 per month is at
the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in
the period (refer Figure 17).

There were 182 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 17% (36) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 38% (50) from the same
quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences has ranged between 52
and 70 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 52 per month is at

Overview 3
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the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the
middle of the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified (refer Figure 18).

In the current quarter there were 135 motor vehicle theft and related offences. This represents a
decrease of 30% (59) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 31% (61) from the same
guarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of other theft has ranged between 297 and 380 offences per month
during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 353 per month is in the middle of the range.
Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in the period and decreased in
the middle of the period (refer Figure 19).

There were 1086 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease
of 5% (61) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 12% (119) from the same quarter the
previous year.

e The underlying average level of property damage has ranged between 226 and 348 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 274 per month is at the middle of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the middle of period (refer
Figure 20).

There were 866 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 13% (124) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 2% (14) from the same
guarter the previous year.

2.1.3 Palmerston
Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, the total number of offences against the person recorded in Palmerston was
57; assault accounted for 88% and sexual assault 11%. The remaining offence was robbery. There
were no recorded offences relating to murder, attempted murder, manslaughter or other offences
against the person in this quarter.

e The underlying average level of assault has ranged between 16 and 19 offences per month
during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 19 per month is at the higher end of the range
(refer Figure 22).

There were 50 recorded assault offences in Palmerston in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 26% (18) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 14% (8) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences in Palmerston was 441,
other theft accounted for 44% and property damage 32%. The remaining offences were
house break-ins, break-ins to commercial or other premises and motor vehicle theft and related
offences. There was no recorded offences relating to other property offences in this quarter.

e The underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between 16 and 25 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 25 per month is at the higher end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in the period (refer
Figure 24).

There were 48 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents a decrease of 52% (51)
from the previous quarter and a decrease of 8% (4) from the same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other premises has ranged from 8 to
10 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 10 per month is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable
(refer Figure 25).

There were 17 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 45% (14) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 29% (7) from the same
guarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences has ranged between 13
and 19 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 13 per month is at

Overview 4
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the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable
(refer Figure 26).

There were 40 recorded motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This
represents an increase of 11% (4) from the previous quarter and an increase of 38% (11) from the
same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of other theft offences has ranged between 58 and 74 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 74 per month is at the higher end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable (refer Figure 27).

There were 195 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease
of 10% (21) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 7% (14) from the same quarter the
previous year.

e The underlying average level of property damage offences has ranged between 47 and 73
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 62 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable (refer
Figure 28).

There were 141 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 33% (69) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 5% (7) from the same quarter
the previous year.

2.1.4 Alice Springs
Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, the total number of offences against the person recorded in Alice Springs was
276; assault accounted for 93%, sexual assault 4% and other offences against the person 3%. There
were no recorded offences relating to murder, manslaughter, attempted murder or robbery in this
quarter.

e The underlying average level of recorded assault offences has ranged between 68 and 102
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 76 per month is at the lower
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period
(refer Figure 30).

e There were 258 recorded assault offences in Alice Springs in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 11% (25) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 18% (58) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences in Alice Springs was 916;
property damage accounted for 44% and other theft 35%. The remaining offences included
house break-ins, break-ins to commercial or other premises, motor vehicle theft and related offences
and other property offences.

e The underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between 14 and 30 offences per
month for the past nine quarters. Its current level of 19 per month is in the middle of the range.
Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period. A statistically
significant downward trend was identified (refer Figure 33).

There were 63 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 37% (17)
from the previous quarter, but no change from the same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other premises has ranged between
11 and 26 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 20 per month is in
the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period (refer Figure 34).

There were 68 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 26% (14) from the previous quarter and an increase of 1% (1) from the same
guarter the previous year.
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e The underlying average level of recorded motor vehicle theft and related offences has remained
stable at 21 offences per month during the past nine quarters (refer Figure 35).

There were 52 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 34% (27) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 24% (16) from the same
guarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of other theft offences has ranged between 91 and 113 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 99 per month is in the middle of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period (refer
Figure 36).

There were 322 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an increase
of 16% (44) from the previous quarter and an increase of 16% (45) from the same quarter the
previous year.

e The underlying average level of property damage offences has ranged between 76 and 120
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 120 per month is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable
(refer Figure 37).

There were 405 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 9% (33) from the previous quarter and an increase of 18% (63) from the same quarter
the previous year.

2.1.5 Katherine
Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, the total number of offences against the person recorded in Katherine was 135;
assault accounted for 94% and sexual assault 4%. The remaining offences were murder, attempted
murder and robbery. There were no recorded offences relating to manslaughter or other offences
against the person in this quarter.

e The underlying average level of recorded assault offences has ranged between 25 and 47
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 38 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period (refer Figure 39).

There were 127 recorded assault offences in Katherine in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 44% (39) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 5% (7) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences in Katherine was 214;
other theft accounted for 43% and property damage 33%. The remaining offences were house
break-ins, break-ins to commercial or other premises and motor vehicle theft related offences. There
were no offences relating to other property offences recorded in this quarter.

e The underlying average level of house break-ins has remained stable at 8 offences per month
during the past nine quarters (refer Figure 41).

There were 26 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 18% (4)
from the previous quarter and an increase of 37% (7) from the same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other has ranged between 4 and 8
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 5 per month is at the lower
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the middle of the
period (refer Figure 42).

There were 16 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 27% (6) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 16% (3) from the same
guarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of recorded motor vehicle theft and related offences has ranged
between 2 and 5 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 2 offences
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per month is at the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average
decreased early in the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified (refer
Figure 43).

There were 8 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 100% (4) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 38% (5) from the same quarter
the previous year.

e The underlying average level of other theft offences has ranged between 28 and 42 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 28 per month is at the lower end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the middle of the period
(refer Figure 44).

There were 93 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease of
2% (2) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 7% (7) from the same quarter the previous
year.

e The underlying average level of property damage offences has ranged between 20 and 30
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 20 per month is at the lower
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period
(refer Figure 45).

There were 71 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 48% (23) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 5% (4) from the same quarter
the previous year.

2.1.6 Tennant Creek
Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, the total number of offences against the person recorded in Tennant Creek was
114; assault accounted for 97%, sexual assault 2% and robbery 1%. There were no recorded
offences relating to murder, attempted murder, manslaughter or other offences against the person in
this quarter.

e The underlying average level of recorded assault offences has ranged between 24 and 41
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 31 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the middle of
the period (refer Figure 47).

There were 111 recorded assault offences in Tennant Creek in the current quarter. This
represents an increase of 37% (30) from the previous quarter and an increase of 17% (16) from
the same quarter the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences in Tennant Creek was 170;
property damage accounted for 38% and other theft 35%. The remaining offences were house
break-ins, break-ins to commercial or other premises and motor vehicle theft and related offences.
There were no recorded offences relating to other property offences.

e The underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between 3 and 12 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 5 per month is at the lower end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period (refer
Figure 49).

There were 26 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 19 from the
previous quarter, but no change from the same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other premises has ranged between
3 and 11 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 6 per month is in
the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the
middle of the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified (refer Figure 50).

There were 19 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 3 from the previous quarter and an increase of 7 from the same quarter the
previous year.
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The underlying average level of recorded motor vehicle theft and related offences has ranged
between 1 and 2 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 1 per
month is at the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average
decreased in the middle of the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified
(refer Figure 51).

There were 2 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. There was no
change from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 5 from the same quarter the previous year.

The underlying average level of other theft offences has ranged between 12 and 23 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 16 per month is in the middle of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period (refer
Figure 52).

There were 59 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an increase
of 34% (15) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 3% (2) from the same quarter the
previous year.

The underlying average level of property damage offences has ranged between 13 and 23
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 19 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period (refer Figure 53).

There were 64 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 36% (17) from the previous quarter and an increase of 23% (12) from the same
quarter the previous year.

2.1.7 Nhulunbuy
Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, the total number of offences against the person recorded in Nhulunbuy was 19;
assault accounted for 95% and other offences against the person 5%. There were no recorded
offences relating to murder, attempted murder, manslaughter, robbery or sexual assault.

The underlying average level of recorded assault offences has ranged between 3 and 11 offences
per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 5 per month is at the lower end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period (refer
Figure 55).

There were 18 recorded assault offences in Nhulunbuy in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 29% (4) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 40% (12) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences in Nhulunbuy was 56;
property damage accounted for 43% and other theft 38%. The remaining offences were house
break-ins, break-ins to commercial or other premises, motor vehicle theft and related offences and
other property offences.

The underlying average level of house break-ins has remained stable at 1 offence per month
during the past nine quarters (refer Figure 57).

There were 3 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 1 from the
previous quarter, but a decrease of 4 from the same quarter the previous year.

The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other premises has ranged between
2 and 3 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 3 offences is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in the
period (refer Figure 58).

There were 2 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 12 from the previous quarter and a decrease of 8 from the same quarter the previous
year.
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e The underlying average level of other theft has remained stable at 9 offences per month during
the past nine quarters (refer Figure 59).

There were 21 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease of
32% (10) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 55% (26) from the same quarter the
previous year.

e The underlying average level of recorded property damage offences has ranged between
5 and 9 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 9 per month is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable
(refer Figure 60).

There were 24 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This was no change
from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 45% (20) from the same quarter the previous year.

2.1.8 Northern Territory Balance
The Northern Territory Balance is the area of the Northern Territory that lies outside of the six major
urban centres of Darwin, Palmerston, Alice Springs, Katherine, Tennant Creek and Nhulunbuy.

Offences Against the Person

In the current quarter, the total number of offences against the person recorded in the Northern
Territory Balance was 353; assault accounted for 88% and sexual assault 7%. The remaining
offences were murder, attempted murder, manslaughter, robbery and other offences against the
person.

e The underlying average level of recorded assault offences has ranged between 83 and 101
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 101 per month is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable
(refer Figure 62).

There were 309 recorded assault offences in the Northern Territory Balance in the current quarter.
This represents an increase of 7% (19) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of
2% (7) from the same quarter the previous year.

Property Offences

In the current quarter, the total number of recorded property offences in the Northern Territory
Balance was 611; property damage accounted for 35% and other theft 32%. The remaining offences
were house break-ins, break-ins to commercial or other premises, motor vehicle theft and related
offences and other property offences.

e The underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between 23 and 29 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 23 per month is at the lower end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable (refer Figure 65).

There were 70 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 4% (3) from
the previous quarter and an increase of 17% (10) from the same quarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other premises has ranged between
25 and 43 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 25 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in
the period (refer Figure 66).

There were 80 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 3% (2) from the previous quarter and an increase of 14% (10) from the same
guarter the previous year.

e The underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences has ranged between
14 and 16 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 14 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in
the period (refer Figure 67).

There were 45 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 25% (9) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 17% (9) from the same quarter
the previous year.
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The underlying average level of other theft offences has ranged between 71 and 92 offences per
month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 75 per month is at the lower end of the
range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable (refer Figure 68).

There were 197 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease
of 9% (20) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 1% (2) from the same quarter the
previous year.

The underlying average level of recorded property damage offences has ranged between
69 and 78 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 69 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in
the period (refer Figure 69).

There were 213 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 2% (4) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 9% (20) from the same quarter
the previous year.

2.2 PRISONERS AND DETAINEES IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

The daily average number of prisoners in the Northern Territory was 825 during the current
guarter. This represents an increase of 7% (54) from the previous quarter and an increase of
8% (61) from the same quarter the previous year.

Indigenous prisoners currently represent 82% (674) of the daily average prison population. The
current daily average of 674 was 6% (37) higher than the previous quarter and 10% (64) higher
than the same quarter last year.

The daily average number of juvenile detainees was 26 in the current quarter. This represents
no change from the previous quarter, but a 73% (11) increase from the same quarter the previous
year.

2.3 OUTCOMES FOR DRUG OFFENCES

Sentences were passed for 382 drug offences during the first six months of 2006-07 financial
year. During the period:

¢ The most common drug offences, which were sentenced, were the possession and/or use of
illicit drugs 42% (161) and the non-commercial dealing in illicit drugs 40% (152).

e A monetary order was the most common principal penalty accounting for 67% (255) of the
drug offences which had sentences passed. A term of imprisonment (actual or fully
suspended) or home detention was ordered for 27% (104) of the drug offences.

Sentences were passed for 758 drug offences during the 2005-06 financial year.

e The most common drug offences, which were sentenced, were the possession and/or use of
illicit drugs 40% (304) and the non-commercial dealing in illicit drugs 36% (272).

e The principal penalty for 52% (397) of the drug offences was a monetary order. For 41% (313)
of the drug offences the principal penalty was imprisonment (including home detention and
fully suspended imprisonment).

A total of 85 drug infringement notices, relating to 85 separate offences, were issued during the
December 2006. This is 33% (42) less notices than were issued in the previous quarter and
52% (93) less notices than were issued in the December quarter 2005.

e Possession of cannabis is the most common offence for which drug infringement notices have
been issued (99% of offences in the December quarter 2006).
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2.4 COURT OUTCOMES FOR AGGRAVATED PROPERTY OFFENCES

e A total of 249 aggravated property offences had sentences passed between 1 July 2006 and
31 December 2006, of which the most prevalent offence group was break-ins (67%).

e The principal penalty for 84% (210) of aggravated property offences fell within the standard
sentencing guidelines (imprisonment, home detention or a community work order) contained in
the Sentencing Act.

o Atotal of 470 aggravated property offences was finalised during the 2005-06 financial year.

e The principal penalty for 80% (374) of these offences fell within the standard sentencing
guidelines contained in the Sentencing Act.

e Inrelation to 58% (274) of offences, the principal penalty was an actual term of imprisonment.
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3 OFFENCES RECORDED BY THE POLICE

This section provides information on selected categories of offences recorded by the
Northern Territory Police, Fire and Emergency Services (NTPFES) for the period from the
December quarter 2004 to the December quarter 2006.

The selected offence categories are:
o Offences Against the Person:
e  Murder
e Attempted Murder
e Manslaughter
e Robbery
e Assault
e Sexual Assault
e Other Offences Against the Person
e Property Offences:
e House Break-ins
e Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises
e Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences
e Other Theft
e Property Damage

e Other Property Offences

The offence data is presented for the Northern Territory as a whole, six major urban centres and the
Northern Territory Balance (areas outside of the six major urban centres):

e Northern Territory
e Darwin

e Palmerston

e Alice Springs

e Katherine

e Tennant Creek

e Nhulunbuy

e Northern Territory Balance

3.1 EXPLANATORY NOTES
The data used in this section was extracted from the Police Real-time On-line Management
Information System on 1 February 2007.

e For a variety of reasons not all crimes are reported to the Police. Consequently, levels of
recorded crime should not be interpreted as comprehensively representing the level of crime in
the Northern Territory. Recorded crime is however adopted nationally as a lead indicator of the
level and nature of crime and provides a sound basis for measuring changes over time.
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e The underlying average summarises a data series, by reducing it to periods of stability and points
from which sustained change is observed. The underlying average level at any point in a data
series is the average of all data points in the same period of stability. The underlying average
serves to focus attention on important underlying characteristics of a data series and is used
extensively in the graphs presented in this section.

e A statistical test has been applied to the last 12 months of the recorded crime data to detect the
presence of any upward or downward trends. The last 12 months data is considered to be stable
unless a statistically significant trend is reported.

e The segments of the pie charts shown in this chapter may not sum to exactly 100 per cent due to
rounding.

3.2 REVISIONS SINCE SEPTEMBER 2006 QUARTER

e An administrative error occurred affecting the Police recording of assault offences. Some sexual
assaults were incorrectly classified as aggravated assaults. This error has been corrected
resulting in a reduction of 68 in recorded aggravated assaults and a corresponding increase of 68
in sexual assaults for the period December quarter 2004 to December quarter 2006.
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3.3 FINDINGS

3.3.1 Northern Territory
The following table presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly
basis.

Table 1 Recorded Offences in the Northern Territory

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 3 1 3 4 5 4 1 2 5
Attempted Murder 0 0 1 0 3 1 1 2 2
Manslaughter 3 6 4 4 5 1 3 2 2
Robbery 18 10 28 15 10 21 23 26 20
Assault 960 1007 955 1024 1219 1285 1032 1014 1165
Sexual Assault 84 68 82 88 80 89 61 89 71
Other Offences Against the Person 21 33 42 32 22 29 30 30 27
Total 1089 1125 1115 1167 1344 1430 1151 1165 1292

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 461 562 426 528 476 535 540 493 508

Commercial or Other Premises 323 377 271 304 334 464 391 433 384
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 369 459 355 402 374 402 384 352 288
Other Theft 1732 1881 1696 1848 1860 2135 1991 2028 1973
Property Damage 1507 1939 1518 1484 1746 2095 1787 1900 1784
Other Property Offences 26 34 28 26 24 37 38 19 21
Total 4418 5252 4294 4592 4814 5668 5131 5225 4958
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Offences Against the Person

e In the current quarter, a total of 1292 offences against the person were recorded in the Territory.
This is an 11% (127) increase from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 4% (52) from the
same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below, assault was by far the most frequent offence, accounting for 90% of
offences against the person. The next most frequently recorded offence was sexual assault,
representing 5% of the offences against the person.

Figure 1 Recorded Offences Against the Person in the Northern Territory — Current Quarter

Other Offences Against the Homicide and Related Offences
Person 1% (9)
2% (27)

Robbery

Sexual Assault
2% (20)

5% (71)

Assault
90% (1165)
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 303 and 401
offences per month during the past nine quarters.
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the

period.

Its current level of 357 per month is at the

e There were 1165 recorded assault offences in the Territory in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 15% (151) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 4% (54) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 2 Recorded Assault in the Northern Territory

500 4 ‘ Offence Count —— Underlying Average
450
400 A \
350
1]
(4]
Q 300 A
<
(<
s
=
e}
- 250 -
5 50
=
[
o)
£ J
E 200
P4
150 -
100 4
50 4
0
Oct Nov | Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov | Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct Nov | Dec
2004 | 2004 | 2004 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006
Offence Count 294 | 321 345 | 334 | 294 379 317 | 329 309 | 318 334 | 372 376 | 411 | 432 | 457 391 | 437 330 | 357 345 277 367 | 370 381 | 417 367
Underlying Average | 303 | 303 303 | 303 303 330 330 | 330 330 | 330 | 401 | 401 401 | 401 401 | 401 | 401 | 401 357 | 357 357 | 357 357 | 357 357 | 357 357

Recorded Offences — Northern Territory

16




— NT Quarterly Crime & Justice Statistics, Issue 18: December Quarter 2006 —

Sexual Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of sexual assault has ranged between
26 and 31 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 27 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased in the
middle of the period.

e There were 71 recorded sexual assault offences in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 20% (18) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 11% (9) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 3 Recorded Sexual Assault in the Northern Territory
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Robbery

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of robbery has ranged between 5 and 7
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 7 per month is at the higher
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable.

o There were 20 robbery offences in the current quarter. This represents a decrease of 23% (6)
from the previous quarter, but an increase of 100% (10) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 4 Recorded Robbery in the Northern Territory
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Property Offences

e In the current quarter, a total of 4958 property offences were recorded in the Territory. This
represents a decrease of 5% (267) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 3% (144) from
the same quarter the previous year.

e The figure below shows 40% of property offences relate to other theft, with property damage at
36%. House break-ins constitute 10%, break-ins to commercial or other premises 8% and motor

vehicle theft and related offences 6%.

Figure 5 Recorded Property Offences in the Northern Territory — Current Quarter
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House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between
141 and 180 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 173 per month
is at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained
stable.

e There were 508 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 3% (15)
from the previous quarter and an increase of 7% (32) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 6 Recorded House Break-ins in the Northern Territory
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Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other
premises has ranged between 90 and 133 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its
current level of 133 per month is at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the
underlying average has remained stable.

e There were 384 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 11% (49) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 15% (50) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 7 Recorded Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises in the Northern Territory
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Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences
has ranged between 107 and 131 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current
level of 107 per month is at the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying
average decreased in the middle of the period. A statistically significant downward trend was
identified.

e There were 288 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 18% (64) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 23% (86) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 8 Recorded Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences in the Northern Territory
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Other Theft

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of other theft has ranged between
585 and 708 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 650 per month
is in the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in

the period and decreased in the middle of the period.

e There were 1973 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease
of 3% (55) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 6% (113) from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 9 Recorded Other Theft in the Northern Territory
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Property Damage

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of property damage has ranged between
483 and 621 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 621 per month
is at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained

stable.

e There were 1784 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 6% (116) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 2% (38) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 10 Recorded Property Damage in the Northern Territory
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3.3.2 Darwin
The following table presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly
basis.

Table 2 Recorded Offences in Darwin

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2

Attempted Murder 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0

Manslaughter 2 2 0 1 1 0 0 1 0
Robbery 13 5 17 7 5 16 14 17 12
Assault 245 230 280 221 270 254 256 240 292
Sexual Assault 32 26 35 32 33 24 20 34 24
Other Offences Against the Person 6 9 8 9 7 18 5 4 8
Total 299 272 341 270 320 312 295 296 338

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 233 281 197 298 249 251 285 250 272

Commercial or Other Premises 104 141 81 106 132 128 146 218 182
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 190 238 190 225 196 216 203 194 135
Other Theft 870 926 838 1028 967 1009 1049 1147 1086
Property Damage 652 1005 700 723 852 1066 955 990 866
Other Property Offences 2 6 8 7 7 9 18 6 9
Total 2051 2597 2014 2387 2403 2679 2656 2805 2550
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Offences Against the Person

e In the current quarter, a total of 338 offences against the person were recorded in Darwin. This
represents an increase of 14% (42) from the previous quarter and an increase of 6% (18) from the
same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below assault was by far the most frequent offence, accounting for 86% of
offences against the person in the current quarter. Sexual assault constitute 7%, robbery 4%,
other offences against the person 2% and homicide and related offences 1%.

Figure 11 Recorded Offences Against the Person in Darwin — Current Quarter
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 83 and 93
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 93 per month is at the higher
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased in the middle of the
period.

e There were 292 recorded assault offences in Darwin in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 22% (52) from the previous quarter and an increase of 8% (22) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 12 Recorded Assault in Darwin
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Sexual Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of sexual assault has ranged between
9 and 11 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 9 per month is at
Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained

the lower end of the range.

stable.

e There were 24 recorded sexual assault offences in the current quarter.
decrease of 29% (10) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 27% (9) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 13 Recorded Sexual Assault in Darwin
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Robbery

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of robbery has remained stable at
4 offences per month during the past nine quarters.

e There were 12 robbery offences in the current quarter.
from the previous quarter, but an increase of 140% (7) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 14 Recorded Robbery in Darwin
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Property Offences

e There were 2550 recorded property offences in Darwin in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 9% (255) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 6% (147) from the same
guarter the previous year.

e The figure below shows 43% of property offences relate to other theft, with property damage at
34%. House break-ins constitute 11%, break-ins to commercial or other premises 7% and motor
vehicle theft and related offences 5%.

Figure 15 Recorded Property Offences in Darwin — Current Quarter
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House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has remained stable at
86 offences per month during the past nine quarters.

e There were 272 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 9% (22)
from the previous quarter and an increase of 9% (23) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 16 Recorded House Break-ins in Darwin

140 - ‘ Offence Count — Underlying Average
120 4
100 4
1]
(9]
o
S 80 -
e
=
o]
—
o
=
2
60 4
£
=
P4
40 A
20 A
0
Oct Nov | Dec | Jan Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct Nov | Dec | Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct | Nov | Dec
2004 | 2004 | 2004 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006
Offence Count 66 73 94 88 118 75 66 60 7 93 75 130 91 85 73 7 83 91 98 109 78 103 81 66 89 82 101
Underlying Average | 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86 86

Recorded Offences — Darwin 31



— NT Quarterly Crime & Justice Statistics, Issue 18: December Quarter 2006 —

Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other
premises has ranged between 30 and 60 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its
current level of 60 per month is at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the
underlying average increased early in the period.

e There were 182 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 17% (36) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 38% (50) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 17 Recorded Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises in Darwin
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Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences
has ranged between 52 and 70 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level
of 52 per month is at the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average

decreased in the middle of the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified.

e In the current quarter there were 135 motor vehicle theft and related offences. This represents a
decrease of 30% (59) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 31% (61) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 18 Recorded Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences in Darwin
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Other Theft

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of other theft has ranged between
297 and 380 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 353 per month
is in the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in

the period and decreased in the middle of the period.

e There were 1086 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease
of 5% (61) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 12% (119) from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 19 Recorded Other Theft in Darwin
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Property Damage

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of property damage has ranged between
226 and 348 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 274 per month
is at the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the
middle of period.

e There were 866 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 13% (124) from the previous quarter, but an increase of 2% (14) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 20 Recorded Property Damage in Darwin
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3.3.3 Palmerston
The following table presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly
basis.

Table 3 Recorded Offences in Palmerston

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Manslaughter 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Robbery 2 3 4 4 0 0 1 0 1
Assault 49 57 37 54 58 59 47 68 50
Sexual Assault 5 7 12 10 9 10 7 7 6
Other Offences Against the Person 0 7 7 4 2 2 1 3 0
Total 56 75 60 72 70 72 57 78 57

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 78 63 80 67 52 56 78 99 48

Commercial or Other Premises 40 34 23 26 24 35 33 31 17
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 70 66 43 28 29 50 37 36 40
Other Theft 243 181 184 178 209 245 239 216 195
Property Damage 233 228 161 125 148 206 188 210 141
Other Property Offences 4 0 1 0 2 1 0 2 0
Total 668 572 492 424 464 593 575 594 441
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Offences Against the Person

e In the current quarter there were 57 offences against the person recorded in Palmerston. This
represents a decrease of 27% (21) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 19% (13) from
the same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below assault was by far the most frequent offence, accounting for 88% of
offences against the person in the current quarter. The next most frequently recorded offence
was sexual assault, accounting for 11%.

Figure 21 Recorded Offences Against the Person in Palmerston — Current Quarter
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 16 and 19
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 19 per month is at the higher
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable.

e There were 50 recorded assault offences in Palmerston in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 26% (18) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 14% (8) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 22 Recorded Assault in Palmerston

40 1 ‘ Offence Count —— Underlying Average
351
30 4
%] 4
o 25
o
<
(<
g
=
e}
- 4
5 20
=
[
o)
£
=}
=z 15 A
10 4
54
0
Oct Nov | Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov | Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct Nov | Dec
2004 | 2004 | 2004 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006
Offence Count 16 15 18 20 17 20 10 18 9 19 17 18 20 21 17 20 18 21 14 16 17 18 35 15 13 16 21
Underlying Average | 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19 19

Recorded Offences — Palmerston 38



— NT Quarterly Crime & Justice Statistics, Issue 18: December Quarter 2006 —

Property Offences

e In the current quarter there was a total of 441 recorded property offences in Palmerston. This
represents a decrease of 26% (153) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 5% (23) from
the same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below, 44% of property offences relate to other theft and 32% relate to
property damage. House break-ins constitute 11%, motor vehicle theft and related offences 9%
and break-ins to commercial or other premises 4%.

Figure 23 Recorded Property Offences in Palmerston — Current Quarter
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House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between
16 and 25 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 25 per month is at
the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average increased early in
the period.

e There were 48 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents a decrease of 52% (51)
from the previous quarter and a decrease of 8% (4) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 24 Recorded House Break-ins in Palmerston
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Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other
premises has ranged from 8 to 10 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current
level of 10 per month is at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying

average has remained stable.

e There were 17 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 45% (14) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 29% (7) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 25 Recorded Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises in Palmerston
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Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences
has ranged between 13 and 19 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level
of 13 per month is at the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average
has remained stable.

e There were 40 recorded motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter.
represents an increase of 11% (4) from the previous quarter and an increase of 38% (11) from the
same quarter the previous year.

Figure 26 Recorded Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences in Palmerston
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Other Theft

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of other theft has ranged between 58 and 74
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 74 per month is at the higher
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable.

o There were 195 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease
of 10% (21) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 7% (14) from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 27 Recorded Other Theft in Palmerston
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Property Damage

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of property damage has ranged between
47 and 73 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 62 per month is in
the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable.

e There were 141 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 33% (69) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 5% (7) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 28 Recorded Property Damage in Palmerston
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3.3.4 Alice Springs
The following table presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly
basis.

Table 4 Recorded Offences in Alice Springs

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 0 0 1 4 2 2 1 0 0

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Manslaughter 0 2 0 2 2 0 1 0 0
Robbery 0 1 3 1 2 3 3 4 0
Assault 199 223 236 251 316 352 192 233 258
Sexual Assault 13 6 5 16 8 21 6 9 10
Other Offences Against the Person 3 4 8 3 3 2 5 8 8
Total 215 236 253 277 333 380 208 254 276

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 39 72 54 60 63 99 60 46 63

Commercial or Other Premises 25 41 56 56 67 93 85 54 68
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 42 76 58 72 68 68 77 79 52
Other Theft 255 285 303 248 277 371 293 278 322
Property Damage 221 325 324 275 342 383 293 372 405
Other Property Offences 11 7 6 5 4 5 4 2 6
Total 593 806 801 716 821 1019 812 831 916
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Offences Against the Person

¢ In the current quarter, a total of 276 offences against the person were recorded in Alice Springs.
This represents an increase of 9% (22) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 17% (57)
from the same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below assault was by far the most frequent offence, accounting for
93% of offences against the person in the current quarter. The next most frequently recorded
offence was sexual assault representing 4% of the offences against the person.

Figure 29 Recorded Offences Against the Person in Alice Springs — Current Quarter
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 68 and 102
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 76 per month is at the lower
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period.

e There were 258 recorded assault offences in Alice Springs in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 11% (25) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 18% (58) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 30 Recorded Assault in Alice Springs
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Sexual Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of sexual assault has ranged between
2 and 5 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 3 offences per month
is in the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in
the period.

e There were 10 recorded sexual assault offences in Alice Springs in the current quarter.
represents an increase of 11% (1) from the previous quarter and an increase of 25% (2) from the
same quarter the previous year.

Figure 31 Recorded Sexual Assault in Alice Springs
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Property Offences

e In the current quarter there was a total of 916 recorded property offences in Alice Springs. This
represents an increase of 10% (85) from the previous quarter and an increase of 12% (95) from
the same quarter the previous year.

e The figure below shows 44% of the property offences relate to property damage with other theft
35%. Break-ins to commercial or other premises and house break-ins accounted for 7% each.

Figure 32 Recorded Property Offences in Alice Springs — Current Quarter
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House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between
14 and 30 offences per month for the past nine quarters. Its current level of 19 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified.

e There were 63 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 37% (17)
from the previous quarter, and no change from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 33 Recorded House Break-ins in Alice Springs
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Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other
premises has ranged between 11 and 26 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its
current level of 20 per month is in the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the
underlying average decreased early in the period.

e There were 68 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 26% (14) from the previous quarter and an increase of 1% (1) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 34 Recorded Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises in Alice Springs
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Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences
has remained stable at 21 offences per month during the past nine quarters.

e There were 52 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 34% (27) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 24% (16) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 35 Recorded Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences in Alice Springs
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Other Theft

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of other theft has ranged between
91 and 113 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 99 per month is
in the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in
the period.

e There were 322 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an increase
of 16% (44) from the previous quarter and an increase of 16% (45) from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 36 Recorded Other Theft in Alice Springs
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Property Damage

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of property damage has ranged between
76 and 120 offences per month during the past nine quarters. lIts current level of 120 per month is
at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained
stable.

e There were 405 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 9% (33) from the previous quarter and an increase of 18% (63) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 37 Recorded Property Damage in Alice Springs
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3.3.5 Katherine
The following table presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly
basis.

Table 5 Recorded Offences in Katherine

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Manslaughter 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Robbery 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1
Assault 81 112 81 116 134 148 113 88 127
Sexual Assault 10 4 1 6 2 4 2 7 5
Other Offences Against the Person 3 2 3 1 0 0 1 2 0
Total 95 119 87 123 137 153 116 99 135

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 13 24 15 25 19 29 27 22 26

Commercial or Other Premises 15 14 11 21 19 32 14 22 16
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 12 12 10 19 13 21 9 4 8
Other Theft 78 119 75 91 100 127 110 95 93
Property Damage 81 58 49 65 75 88 59 48 71
Other Property Offences 1 2 0 1 3 1 4 3 0
Total 200 229 160 222 229 298 223 194 214
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Offences Against the Person

e Inthe current quarter, a total of 135 offences against the person were recorded in Katherine. This
represents an increase of 36% (36) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 1% (2) from the
same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below assault was the dominant offence, accounting for 94% of offences
against the person in the current quarter. The next most frequently recorded offence was sexual
assault, accounting for 4%.

Figure 38 Recorded Offences Against the Person in Katherine — Current Quarter
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 25 and 47
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 38 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period.

e There were 127 recorded assault offences in Katherine in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 44% (39) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 5% (7) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 39 Recorded Assault in Katherine
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Property Offences

e In the current quarter there was a total of 214 recorded property offences in Katherine. This
represents an increase of 10% (20) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 7% (15) from the

same quarter the previous year.

e The figure below shows 43% of property offences relate to other theft, with property damage at
33%. House break-ins accounted for 12% and break-ins to commercial or other premises 7%.

Figure 40 Recorded Property Offences in Katherine — Current Quarter
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House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has remained stable at
8 offences per month during the past nine quarters.

e There were 26 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 18% (4)
from the previous quarter and an increase of 37% (7) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 41 Recorded House Break-ins in Katherine
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Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other
premises has ranged between 4 and 8 offences per month during the past nine quarters.
current level of 5 per month is at the lower end of the range.
underlying average decreased in the middle of the period.

Its

Over the past 12 months the

e There were 16 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
a decrease of 27% (6) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 16% (3) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 42 Recorded Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises in Katherine
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Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences
has ranged between 2 and 5 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of
2 offences per month is at the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying
average decreased early in the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified.

e There were 8 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 100% (4) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 38% (5) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 43 Recorded Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences in Katherine

10 - ‘ Offence Count — Underlying Average

9 1
8
71

1%}

[0}

[5) 6 1

c

[0}

=

o]

5 5

9]

e

= 41

b=

Oct Nov | Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov | Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct Nov | Dec
2004 | 2004 | 2004 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2005 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006 | 2006

Offence Count 3 5 4 5 4 3 5 2 3 7 9 3 0 8 5 9 8 4 5 2 2 3 1 0 1 3 4
Underlying Average 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Recorded Offences — Katherine 61



— NT Quarterly Crime & Justice Statistics, Issue 18: December Quarter 2006 —

Other Theft

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of other theft has ranged between 28 and 42
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 28 per month is at the lower
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the middle of the
period.

o There were 93 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease of
2% (2) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 7% (7) from the same quarter the previous
year.

Figure 44 Recorded Other Theft in Katherine
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Property Damage

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of property damage has ranged between
20 and 30 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 20 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in
the period.

e There were 71 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 48% (23) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 5% (4) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 45 Recorded Property Damage in Katherine
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3.3.6 Tennant Creek

The small population of Tennant Creek results in relatively low numbers of offences that are
particularly volatile and may result in large proportional swings from one period to the next. The
following table presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly basis.

Table 6 Recorded Offences in Tennant Creek

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Manslaughter 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Robbery 1 0 0 0 2 1 3 0 1
Assault 77 85 62 88 95 129 105 81 111
Sexual Assault 5 4 5 5 2 7 11 6 2
Other Offences Against the Person 2 0 0 0 2 1 4 5 0
Total 85 89 67 93 101 138 123 92 114

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 27 11 10 10 26 23 13 7 26

Commercial or Other Premises 11 11 6 9 12 43 20 16 19
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 5 4 5 3 7 7 7 2 2
Other Theft 34 43 27 49 61 99 37 44 59
Property Damage 51 58 37 41 52 81 62 47 64
Other Property Offences 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0
Total 128 128 85 112 160 254 139 116 170
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Offences Against the Person

e Inthe current quarter, a total of 114 offences against the person were recorded in Tennant Creek.
This represents an increase of 24% (22) from the previous quarter and an increase of 13% (13)

from the same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below assault was the dominant offence, accounting for 97% of offences
against the person in the current quarter.

Figure 46 Recorded Offences Against the Person in Tennant Creek — Current Quarter
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 24 and 41
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 31 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased in the middle of
the period.

e There were 111 recorded assault offences in Tennant Creek in the current quarter. This
represents an increase of 37% (30) from the previous quarter and an increase of 17% (16) from
the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 47 Recorded Assault in Tennant Creek
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Property Offences

¢ In the current quarter there was a total of 170 recorded property offences in Tennant Creek. This
represents an increase of 47% (54) from the previous quarter and an increase of 6% (10) from the

same quarter the previous year.

e The figure below shows 38% of property offences relate to property damage, with other theft at
35%. House break-ins constitute 15% and break-ins to commercial or other premises 11%.

Figure 48 Recorded Property Offences in Tennant Creek — Current Quarter

Other Property Offences House Break-ins
0% (0) 15% (26)

Property Damage
38% (64)
Commercial Break-ins
11% (19)

Motor Vehicle Theft and
Related Offences
1% (2)

Other Theft
35% (59)

Recorded Offences — Tennant Creek 67



— NT Quarterly Crime & Justice Statistics, Issue 18: December Quarter 2006 —

House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between
3 and 12 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 5 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in
the period.

e There were 26 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 19 from the
previous quarter, but no change from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 49 Recorded House Break-ins in Tennant Creek
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Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other
premises has ranged between 3 and 11 offences per month during the past nine quarters.
Its current level of 6 per month is in the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the
underlying average decreased in the middle of the period. A statistically significant downward

trend was identified.

e There were 19 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents
an increase of 3 from the previous quarter and an increase of 7 from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 50 Recorded Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises in Tennant Creek
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Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of motor vehicle theft and related offences
has ranged between 1 and 2 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of
1 per month is at the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average
decreased in the middle of the period. A statistically significant downward trend was identified.

e There were 2 motor vehicle theft and related offences in the current quarter. There was no
change from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 5 from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 51 Recorded Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences in Tennant Creek
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Other Theft

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of other theft has ranged between 12 and 23
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 16 per month is in the
middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period.

e There were 59 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an increase
of 34% (15) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 3% (2) from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 52 Recorded Other Theft in Tennant Creek
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Property Damage

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of property damage has ranged between
13 and 23 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 19 per month is in
the middle of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period.

e There were 64 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 36% (17) from the previous quarter and an increase of 23% (12) from the same
guarter the previous year.

Figure 53 Recorded Property Damage in Tennant Creek
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3.3.7 Nhulunbuy

The small population of Nhulunbuy results in relatively low numbers of offences that are particularly
volatile. This may result in large proportional swings from one period to the next. The following table
presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly basis.

Table 7 Recorded Offences in Nhulunbuy

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Manslaughter 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Assault 12 31 16 19 30 35 14 14 18
Sexual Assault 1 2 1 2 0 0 2 3 0
Other Offences Against the Person 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 1
Total 14 33 19 22 31 36 18 17 19

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 1 1 1 1 7 1 8 2 3

Commercial or Other Premises 1 3 1 12 10 3 10 14 2
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 1 6 3 5 7 0 2 1 6
Other Theft 13 34 21 31 47 29 31 31 21
Property Damage 9 21 16 24 44 25 33 24 24
Other Property Offences 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
Total 25 65 42 74 115 58 84 73 56
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Offences Against the Person

¢ Inthe current quarter, a total of 19 offences against the person were recorded in Nhulunbuy. This
represents an increase of 12% (2) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 39% (12) from the
same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below assault was the most frequent offence, accounting for 95% of
offences against the person in the current quarter.

Figure 54 Recorded Offences Against the Person in Nhulunbuy — Current Quarter
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 3 and 11
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 5 per month is at the lower
end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the period.

e There were 18 recorded assault offences in Nhulunbuy in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 29% (4) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 40% (12) from the same quarter
the previous year.

Figure 55 Recorded Assault in Nhulunbuy
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Property Offences

e In the current quarter there was a total of 56 recorded property offences in Nhulunbuy. This
represents a decrease of 23% (17) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 51% (59) from
the same quarter the previous year.

e The figure below shows 43% of property offences relate to property damage, with other theft at
38%. Motor vehicle theft and related offences account for 11%, house break-ins 5% and
break-ins to commercial and other premises 4%.

Figure 56 Recorded Property Offences in Nhulunbuy — Current Quarter
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House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has remained stable at

1 offence per month during the past nine quarters.

e There were 3 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 1 from the
previous quarter, but a decrease of 4 from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 57 Recorded House Break-ins in Nhulunbuy
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Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of break-ins to commercial or other
premises has ranged between 2 and 3 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its
current level of 3 offences is at the higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the
underlying average increased early in the period.

e There were 2 break-ins to commercial or other premises in the current quarter. This represents a
decrease of 12 from the previous quarter and a decrease of 8 from the same quarter the previous

year.

Figure 58 Recorded Break-ins to Commercial or Other Premises in Nhulunbuy
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Other Theft

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of other theft has remained stable at
9 offences per month during the past nine quarters.

e There were 21 other theft offences recorded in the current quarter. This represents a decrease of
32% (10) from the previous quarter and a decrease of 55% (26) from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 59 Recorded Other Theft in Nhulunbuy
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Property Damage

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of property damage has ranged between
5 and 9 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 9 per month is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable.

e There were 24 property damage offences recorded in the current quarter. There was no change
from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 45% (20) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 60 Recorded Property Damage in Nhulunbuy
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3.3.8 Northern Territory Balance
The following table presents the number of recorded offences by offence category on a quarterly
basis.

Table 8 Recorded Offences in the Northern Territory Balance

Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec

Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr
2004 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2006 2006 2006

Offences Against The Person

Homicide and Related Offences

Murder 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 2 2

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1

Manslaughter 0 1 4 1 2 0 1 1 2
Robbery 2 0 3 3 0 1 1 4 5
Assault 297 269 243 275 316 308 305 290 309
Sexual Assault 18 19 23 17 26 23 13 23 24
Other Offences Against the Person 7 11 14 14 7 6 14 8 10
Total 325 301 288 310 352 339 334 329 353

Property Offences

Break-ins

House 70 110 69 67 60 76 69 67 70

Commercial or Other Premises 127 133 93 74 70 130 83 78 80
Motor Vehicle Theft and Related Offences 49 57 46 50 54 40 49 36 45
Other Theft 239 293 248 223 199 255 232 217 197
Property Damage 260 244 231 231 233 246 197 209 213
Other Property Offences 8 18 13 12 6 20 12 5 6
Total 753 855 700 657 622 767 642 612 611
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Offences Against the Person

e In the current quarter, a total of 353 offences against the person were recorded in the
Northern Territory Balance. This represents an increase of 7% (24) from the previous quarter and
an increase of less than 1% (1) from the same quarter the previous year.

e As shown in the figure below, assault was by far the most frequent offence, accounting for 88% of
offences against the person. The next most frequently recorded offence was sexual assault,
representing 7% of offences against the person.

Figure 61 Recorded Offences Against the Person in the Northern Territory Balance — Current
Quarter
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Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of assault has ranged between 83 and 101
offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 101 per month is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained stable.

e There were 309 recorded assault offences in the Northern Territory Balance in the current
qguarter. This represents an increase of 7% (19) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of
2% (7) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 62 Recorded Assault in the Northern Territory Balance
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Sexual Assault

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of sexual assault has ranged between
6 and 8 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 8 per month is at the
higher end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average decreased early in the
period and increased in the middle of the period.

e There were 24 recorded sexual assault offences in the current quarter. This represents an
increase of 4% (1) from the previous quarter, but a decrease of 8% (2) from the same quarter the
previous year.

Figure 63 Recorded Sexual Assault in the Northern Territory Balance
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Property Offences

e In the current quarter, a total of 611 property offences were recorded in the Northern Territory
Balance. This represents a decrease of less than 1% (1) from the previous quarter and a
decrease of 2% (11) from the same quarter the previous year.

e The figure below shows 35% of property offences relate to property damage, with other theft at
32%. Break-ins to commercial or other premises constitute 13%, house break-ins 11% and motor

vehicle theft and related offences 7%.

Figure 64 Recorded Property Offences in the Northern Territory Balance — Current Quarter

Other Property Offences House Break-ins
1% (6) 11% (70)

Commercial Break-ins
13% (80)

Property Damage
35% (213)

Motor Vehicle Theft and
Related Offences
7% (45)

Other Theft
32% (197)

Recorded Offences — NT Balance 85



— NT Quarterly Crime & Justice Statistics, Issue 18: December Quarter 2006 —

House Break-ins

e The figure below shows the underlying average level of house break-ins has ranged between
23 and 29 offences per month during the past nine quarters. Its current level of 23 per month is at
the lower end of the range. Over the past 12 months the underlying average has remained
stable.

e There were 70 house break-ins in the current quarter. This represents an increase of 4% (3) from
the previous quarter and an increase of 17% (10) from the same quarter the previous year.

Figure 65 Recorded House Break-ins in the Northern Territory Balance
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