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What is the SMART Court?
The SMART Court is a court that deals with offenders where serious alcohol or drug misuse contributed to the offending. The Court is able to make orders to assist the offender to address substance misuse and issues relating to rehabilitation. A SMART Order will be made that will last for a minimum of 6 months and a maximum of 12 months.
After pleading guilty you will either be sentenced to imprisonment which is suspended or your sentencing will be deferred by the Magistrate. While the sentence is suspended or deferred you will be under a SMART Order.  This means: 
· you will be required to come to Court for a review at least every 2 weeks (at least in the initial stages)
· you will be tested for alcohol and/or drugs 
· you will have to meet appointments such as attending counselling or drug and alcohol rehab 

· you must keep in contact with the Court Clinician and follow his or her directions
· you may be required to accept other services to assist you in your rehabilitation

If you show positive progress these conditions may be relaxed or changed in a favourable way.
The SMART Court Team (Magistrate, Police Prosecutor, Lawyer, Community Corrections and Court Clinician) are all here to help you get your life back on track.

If you would like more information, you can read the detailed information attached, or you can speak to your lawyer to see if you might be eligible for referral to the SMART Court.
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SMART COURT
Has your alcohol or other drug use contributed to your offending? 
If yes, you may want to participate in the SMART Court 
What is the SMART Court?
The SMART (Substance Misuse Assessment and Referral for Treatment) Court can make orders for people with a history of serious substance misuse who intend pleading guilty or have been found guilty of committing certain offences. The Court makes orders which provide increased opportunity for rehabilitation and to decrease criminal activity and the risks and harms of alcohol and other drug use. The SMART Court replaces the CREDIT (NT) programs and the Alcohol Court.
If you are eligible for this specialist Court, you will have an assessment with a Court Clinician who is a professional person, experienced in alcohol and drug treatment.  Once the Court decides if you are eligible for the SMART Court, you will be allocated a Court Clinician who will work with you while the SMART Order is in place. The Court Clinician will be responsible for assisting you to meet treatment and other related goals and will monitor and report your progress formally to the SMART Court.
How does it work?
You can ask to be referred to the SMART Court, or a Magistrate, prosecutor or police officer can refer you if you are eligible. 
You will be eligible if:

· you are a juvenile or an adult offender who has a serious history of drug and/or alcohol misuse;

· the offence you have been charged with can be dealt with to finality in the CSJ or YJC;

· you have pleaded guilty, indicated that you will plead guilty or been found guilty of that offence;

· you have not yet been sentenced for that offence; and
· the offence doesn’t include physical or sexual violence.
If the SMART Court decides you are eligible, a Court Clinician who is a health professional, will be asked to undertake an assessment and discuss the requirements with you. The Court Clinician will make recommendations for treatment and other actions to assist you to gain the support you need to cease misusing substances and address your offending behaviour in an Action Plan.
	Offenders will be on the program for a minimum of 6 months and a maximum of 12 months


What is an Action Plan?

An Action Plan sets out all the things you need to do to complete successfully the SMART Court.  This might include:

· alcohol and other drug and other relevant counselling sessions

· attending residential rehabilitation
· addressing any health issues you might have

· finding a job  
· living in specific accommodation 
· going to AA/NA meetings

· doing a training course

· submitting to alcohol or urine drug testing or curfews monitored by Community Corrections

· any other programs or activities that might help you deal with the reasons why you offend and misuse alcohol or drugs. 

If you are suitable then the Magistrate will:

1. Defer your sentencing and make a SMART Order which you have to obey until you complete or are discharged from the SMART Court; or
2. Impose a prison sentence which is suspended on the condition that you obey the SMART Order.  

All participants will be required to:
· Do random breath testing and/or urine analysis drug testing when asked to; and 

· Attend court every two weeks (initially, may become less frequent) to have a progress report with the Court Team (Magistrate, Police Prosecutor, Lawyer, Community Corrections and Court Clinician).
What conditions will be in a SMART Order?
The Magistrate will make a SMART Order with specific conditions to follow which may include:

· curfews (mainly for youths)
· not using drugs and alcohol

· following the treatment plan

· attending rehabilitation
· not associating with certain people

· attending all appointments and directions of the Court Clinician and Community Corrections.
What is a Court review session?
· At first you will have to come to Court every two weeks to talk about how you have been going.  The Court Clinician will prepare a report for the SMART Court Team to read before each review. 
· You will have to be honest with the Magistrate including answering questions about drug use. The Court will speak with you about your progress, and decide on changes to your SMART Order.  You cannot be prosecuted for any admission you make about drug use or possession.
What happens if you do well?
· You will be rewarded for your hard work. This could mean the conditions of your SMART Order are changed in a favourable way.  For example, you may not have to come to Court as often. 

What happens if you don’t do so well?
· You will receive sanctions. You may be required to attend Court or report to the Court Clinician more frequently. You may be required to change the programs you are doing or do more frequent alcohol or drug testing.
· You may be detained (juvenile) or imprisoned (adults) for a period of time.
· If your breach of the conditions is VERY serious, your SMART Order may be revoked. If this happens you will be sentenced.

When will you finish SMART Court?
· A SMART Order is made for a minimum of six months and can extend to 12 months if required.

· When you have successfully completed your Action Plan, and the Court thinks you are ready, you will be sentenced. The Magistrate must take into account your completion of the Action Plan.  Generally, offenders who complete the Action Plan will not have to serve time.
· After sentencing you will graduate from the SMART Court.  There will be a ceremony and your family and/or other people significant to you will be able to attend. 
While on the SMART Court you have the right to:
· Have your confidentiality respected.
· Talk openly to your Court Clinician about how you are going and changes to your Action Plan. 
· Request that your SMART Order be revoked and you be sentenced. 
While on the SMART Court it is your responsibility to:

· Obey all Court orders and conditions.

· Actively participate in the treatment process and comply with all treatment service directions.

· Obey all reasonable directions from the Court Clinician.
· Attend all appointments or contact your Court Clinician and treatment provider if you have a problem and cannot attend appointments.
· Take responsibility for your actions, such as providing honest answers if you have been unable to follow all the conditions of the SMART Order or the directions of treatment providers.

How can I find out more about the SMART Court?

· Talk to a lawyer to see if the SMART Court is right for you and whether you might be eligible to participate.   
· A Magistrate, prosecutor, police officer or YOU can request a referral to the SMART Court to see if you are eligible to participate.  
This Information will be reviewed from time to time and will be updated if necessary.
IF ELIGIBLE


CSJ OR YJC MAKES A REFERRAL TO SMART COURT





MAGISTRATE ORDERS AN ASSESSMENT





ASSESSMENT BY CLINICAL TEAM





ACCEPTED ONTO SMART COURT GIVEN SMART ORDER





START ACTION PLAN





IF YOU SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE ACTION PLAN THERE WILL BE FINAL SENTENCING AND GRADUATION





RETURN TO COURT EVERY TWO WEEKS TO UPDATE YOUR PROGRESS





The harder you work the more rewards you will gain!





Give up alcohol and drugs and get your life back on track!





The Court team is here to help you!









