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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FACTSHEET 

 

LICENSING, REGULATION AND ALCOHOL STRATEGY 
 
 
Alcohol in East Arnhem 

 
Alcohol restrictions apply across the East Arnhem area, including the township of 
Nhulunbuy. 
 
What does this mean? 

• Drinking is not permitted in public and community places (see list on page 
2) 

• You can still drink alcohol in licensed premises. 

• A Liquor Permit is needed to buy and drink takeaway alcohol. 

• You can have alcohol at a special event, festival or function held in a 
public place if the organiser has obtained a Special Event Permit from the 
Licensing Commission. 

 
When do you need a Permit? 
The table below indicates where you can and cannot drink alcohol depending on 
whether you are a resident or visitor to the area, and whether or not you have a  
valid Liquor Permit. 
 

 East Arnhem Area 
 Resident Visitor 
 

Permit 
Holder 

Non 
Permit 
Holder 

Permit 
Holder 

Non 
Permit 
Holder 

Purchase     
Purchase takeaway alcohol Yes No Yes No 
Consume     
On licensed premises Yes  Yes Yes Yes 
At own residence/accommodation Yes No Yes No 

At residence of other permit holder Yes No Yes Yes 
At residence of non-permit holder No No No No 
At Public Restricted Areas 
(excluding Dhimurru) 

No No No No 

At Dhimurru Recreational Areas Yes # No Yes # No 
At Special Events in Public 
Restricted Areas 

Yes @ Yes @ Yes @ Yes @ 
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# Provided the person holds a valid land permit for the area and 
possession/consumption of alcohol is in accordance with any conditions on the 
land permit. 
 
@ For events approved by the Licensing Commission. Invited guests only may 
drink alcohol at private functions e.g. weddings. For public functions, the 
Licensing Commission will decide at the time of application and depending on 
the nature of the event if non permit holders can drink alcohol. 
 
Permits 
Applications for a Liquor Permit or a Special Event Permit are available at 
www.nt.gov.au/justice or visit: 
 
Department of Justice – Nhulunbuy 
Nhulunbuy Court House 
Nhulunbuy Police Station 
Licensing and Regulation - Darwin 
 
Applications for Special Event Permits must be lodged at least seven (7) working 
days prior to the event. 
 
No drinking in public 
A number of areas around Nhulunbuy have been declared Public Restricted 
Areas under the Liquor Act. This means that you cannot normally drink alcohol in 
these areas: 
 

• ALCAN Sports and Social Club 

• Banyan Road Park, Lot 457 Nhulunbuy 

• Captain Cook Community Centre, Lot 1395 Nhulunbuy 

• Casuarina Ave Park, Lot 163 Nhulunbuy 

• Ferntree Close Park, Lots 798 and 1282 Nhulunbuy 

• Gove Hockey Club, Lot 1538 Nhulunbuy 

• Gove Squash Club, Lot 1133 Nhulunbuy 

• Harleys of Gove Hog Shed, Lot 98 Gove Industrial Area 

• Jasmine Close Park, Lot 699 Nhulunbuy 

• Jasper Road Park, Lot 477 Nhulunbuy 

• Lions Club, Lot 1618 Nhulunbuy 

• Lions Park, Lot 488 Nhulunbuy 

• Nhulunbuy BMX Club, Lot 1365 Nhulunbuy 

• Nhulunbuy Community Child Care Centre, Lot 1392 Nhulunbuy 

• Nhulunbuy Community Neighbourhood Centre, Lot 1258 Nhulunbuy 

• Nhulunbuy High School, Lot 23 Nhulunbuy 

• Nhulunbuy Primary School, Lot 71 Nhulunbuy 

• Nhulunbuy Scout Hall, Lot 1229 Nhulunbuy 



 

TERRITORY BUSINESS CENTRES 
TOLL FREE LINE: 1800 193 111 (Australia Wide) 

Darwin 
Development Hse 
76 The Esplanade 
Darwin NT 0800 
Phone:  
(08) 8982 1700 

Katherine 
1 Randazzo Bldg 
18 Katherine Tce 
Katherine NT 0850 
Phone:  
(08) 8972 8906 

Tennant Creek 
Shop 2, Barkly Hse 
Cnr Paterson & 
Davidson Sts 
Tennant Creek  
NT 0860 
Phone:  
(08) 8962 4411 

Alice Springs 
Peter Sitzler Bldg 
67 Nth Stuart Hwy 
Alice Springs  
NT 0870 
Phone:  
(08) 8951 8524 

Postal Address 
GPO Box 9800 
Darwin NT 0801 
territory.businessc
entre@nt.gov.au  

General Disclaimer: The material contained in this publication is intended for use as a guide and for 
general information only. It is not intended to be a substitute for independent professional advice.  The 
Northern Territory Department of Justice accepts no responsibility or liability for the correctness, accuracy 
and completeness of any of the material contained in this publication and recommends that users of this 
publication exercise their own skill, care and judgment in the application of the information contained in 
the publication. 
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• Nhulunbuy Senior Citizens Association, Lot 1336 Nhulunbuy 

• NT Fire & Rescue Service, Lot 3 Nhulunbuy 

• Sandlewood Avenue Park, Lot 162 Nhulunbuy 

• South Oval, Lot 1438 Nhulunbuy 

• Town Hall, Lot 8 Nhulunbuy 

• Town Oval No. 1, Lot 1347 Nhulunbuy 

• Town Oval No. 2, Lot 1626 Nhulunbuy 

• Whitewood Circuit Park, Lot 1505 Nhulunbuy 

• Hagney Park, Nhulunbuy 

• Rotary South Park, Nhulunbuy 
 
July 2008 
 
Other fact sheets available: 
East Arnhem Alcohol Permit System 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Community & Justice Policy 
Department of Justice 
Nhulunbuy Regional Justice Project and Coordination Officer 
Ph: (08) 8987 0409 
 
Licensing & Regulation 
Department of Justice 
Darwin Licensing Inspector 
Ph: (08) 8999 1800 
 
Nhulunbuy Courthouse 
Registrar 
Ph: (08) 8987 1378 
 


