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Seized Vehicles
A Police Officer or Inspector appointed under the Northern Territory Liquor Act may seize a 
vehicle* if they reasonably believe it was used in the commission of a relevant offence or that it 
may be used as evidence in proceedings for the prosecution of the relevant offence.  A relevant 
offence is an offence relating to Special or General Restricted Area declarations, such as 
possesing liquor in a restricted area.

How do I get a seized vehicle returned?
To ask for the return of a seized vehicle you will need to be able to demonstrate that you own 
the vehicle or have an interest in it.  

If the relevant offence is an offence relating to a General Restricted Area you will not be able to 
seek return of the vehicle if you are found guilty of a relevant offence.  

If the relevant offence is an offence relating to a Special Restricted Area you can seek return of 
the seized vehicle even if you are found guilty of the relevant offence.  

In both cases the return of the seized vehicle may be delayed if necessary, for instance in the 
event of extended court proceedings.

An application to have a seized vehicle returned should be made to the Commissioner of Police, 
unless a relevant offence has already been heard and determined by a court.  In this instance 
the application should be made to the Local Court.

If the relevant offence relates to the General Restricted Area provisions of the Act, then an 
application can only be made to the Commissioner of Police by:
• someone who owns or has an interest in the vehicle; and
• someone who did not know or could not reasonably have known about the commission of  
 the alleged offence.

What time limits exist for asking for return of a seized vehicle?
The time limits vary depending on the circumstances.  It is wise to make an application as soon 
as you become aware that a vehicle you own or have an interest in has been seized.  Both 
the Commissioner of Police and the Local Court have discretion to extend time for making an 
application.  The time limit is never less than 60 days.

If nobody claims a seized vehicle, or it is not capable of return because the owner is found guilty 
of a relevant offence under the General Restricted Area provisions of the Act, the vehicle will be 
forfeited to the Northern Territory Government.  The government may dispose of the vehicle in 
accordance with the Liquor Act.  

*What is a vehicle?
Under the Liquor Act any thing can be seized including boats and planes.  Wherever this 
fact sheet reads vehicle it should be understood that it could also refer to other things.

Fact Sheet 4

Liquor Legislation Amendment Act 2007

For more information contact: Director of Licensing on 8999 1334 or visit www.justice.nt.gov.au/licensing


