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Moving out of home?

You’ll want good advice

“If you are a ‘first-time renter’ there are a few things you should know
so the experience doesn’t become a nightmare”

Consumer Affairs

asafe

A Territory Government initiative



Get your wallet out!

For lots of young people looking for more independence ‘moving out’ and
away from parents seems a good idea, but if you are a ‘first-time renter’ there
are a few things you should know so the experience doesn’'t become a
nightmare.

Sharing

You will probably want to share with other young people to save money but
first you need to find a place. Check out real estate agents or the rental
section in the local paper.

Can you afford it?

Before you think of moving out do a budget on your income
and expenses.

Apart from the rent there will be other household expenses such as electricity
and excess water.

Then you have to add vyour living expenses such as food, phone,
entertainment, clothes, fuel etc, AND don’t forget if you have a credit card, you
need to keep up these regular payments.

Are you eligible for rent assistance? Check with your local CentrelLink office.

Who do you share with?

Before you move into a place choose the people you think you can live with,
and agree on the rent and the house rules. Also discuss how the household
costs will be shared, who is responsible for paying the bills and the
consequences of not keeping up the rental payments.

Make sure the other people have regular incomes because at any time during
the tenancy, if they can’t pay their share of the rent, then it is up to the other
people to make up the difference.

It is essential that the full rent is paid by the due date



Paying the security deposit (bond)

At the beginning of a lease you will be asked to pay a security deposit
(commonly known as a bond) equivalent to 4 weeks rent and pay rent 2 weeks
in advance.

This money is held by the landlord as security against damage caused by the
tenant, unpaid rent, paying to clean the place if it is left unreasonably dirty or
paying other costs that are prescribed by law.

When sharing a house or unit with others, and sharing the bond, it is important
to make sure that all of the people’s names who are contributing to the bond
appear on the receipt.

WIKING
Tanya’s experience

Tanya was 19 years old and decided to share a house with two of her best
friends Cassie and Lana.

The bond was $920 (4 weeks rent) so they all put in $307, and Tanya paid the
money to the landlord’s agent, and received a receipt in her name.

This worked well for just over a year, when Tanya left Darwin for England. The
other girls decided to continue with the tenancy for another 2 years.

When the girls wanted to leave at the end of the tenancy agreement they were
unable to get their bond back as it was receipted in Tanya’s name only.

Unfortunately they had lost touch with Tanya over the years, and had no proof
that part of the bond money belonged to them.



Question -
CAN | BREAK MY TENANCY LEASE EARLY?

Answer

A tenant in a ‘fixed term lease’ is expected by the landlord to remain in the
rental property for the full lease period.

If you want to move out early, you will still be responsible for the rent for the
remaining period of the lease or until the premises are re-let.

You should give the landlord as much notice as possible (in writing) so that you
and/or the landlord can find a new tenant before your planned departure.

Hardship

If you are breaking the lease because your personal or financial circumstances
have changed e.g. you have lost your job, or become ill, you can apply to the
local court to have your lease terminated early under the hardship provisions of
the Residential Tenancies Act.

Question -
WHAT CAN | DO IF THE LANDLORD WON’T CARRY OUT
REPAIRS ON MY RENTED PROPERTY?

Answer

It is the landlord’s responsibility to maintain the property during the tenancy.
You should notify the landlord (in writing) that repairs are required.

Emergency repairs should be carried out within 5 business days from receiving
your advice. Other repairs should be completed within 14 working days.

Every effort should be made to resolve any repair concerns you have with the
landlord. However if the repairs are not made within a reasonable period, as a
last resort, you can apply to the Commissioner of Tenancies for an order to the
landlord to carry out the repairs.

You must keep paying the rent even if repairs are delayed or you could
be evicted.
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