
NORTHERN TERRITORY LICENSING COMMISSION 
 
 

DECISION 
 
 
 

PREMISES: HOWARD SPRINGS TAVERN 
  
LICENSEE: Majestic Logistics Pty Ltd 
  
LICENCE NUMBER: 80303036 
 
PROCEEDINGS:  (1) Variation to Licensed Area 

 (2) Transfer of licence from: Majestic Logistics Pty Ltd      
to NT Pubco Pty Ltd  

   
NEW NOMINEE: Ms Karen Kathleen Houlihan 

COMMISSIONERS: Mrs J M Large (Presiding Member) 
 Mr J Brears 
 Mrs K Williams 
 
APPEARANCES: Mr T Dowling for NT Pubco Pty Ltd 
 Mr D Dowling for NT Pubco Pty Ltd 
 Mr J Elsdon for Majestic Logistics Pty Ltd 
 Ms K K Houlihan, Prospective Nominee  

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1) On 14 November 2007 the full Licensing Commission approved the 

establishment of a Commission of three (3) members to undertake a site visit 
and obtain further information into the application by Majestic Logistics Pty 
Ltd for a variation to the licensed premises known as Howard Springs Tavern 
and the subsequent transfer of the licence from Majestic Logistics Pty Ltd to 
NT Pubco Pty Ltd. 
 

2) On 20 November 2007 the Commission undertook a site inspection and had 
discussion with all parties at the Howard Springs Tavern.  There is an 
anomaly in the area of the licensed premises because the map attached to 
the licence does not include a part of the Verandah Bar/Beer Garden which 
was developed and extended many years previously.  We also discussed and 
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examined an area off the Dining Room that the future owners, NT Pubco, 
propose to develop as an al fresco dining area and in addition a small car 
park at the rear of the building which is used by the Social Club affiliated with 
the Howard Springs Tavern for Beach Volley Ball Matches and other family 
and fun raising events.   

 
3) The remaining car parking area is used on occasions for special events such 

as a Christmas Fair and Australia Day sports and games, such as Tug of 
War.  To date the approval for all events in any of  the car park area has been 
obtained by way of a Special Licence approval. 

 
 
DECISION 
 
4) The Commission: 
 

(a) approved the transfer of the licence for the Howard Springs Tavern from 
Majestic Logistics Pty Ltd To NT Pubco Pty Ltd.  Mr Dowling is a 
respected businessman in the Northern Territory who owns and 
successfully runs various licensed premises and the Nominee, 
Ms Houlihan, has been involved in managing licensed premises for a 
number of years; 

 
(b) approved a variation to the existing area of the licensed premises to the 

extent that : 
 

(i) it extends the current approved area on the eastern side of the 
licensed area  (opposite the Howard Springs Shopping Centre) to the 
Tavern’s boundary which is marked with a chain mesh fence but does 
not include the Manager’s residence and surrounding landscaping 
area; 

 
(ii) it extends the current approved area on the western side of the 

licensed premises (opposite the main car parking area) so that it runs 
in a straight line  from the outside of the Verandah Bar/Beer Garden to 
the Whitewood Road entrance and to the northern boundary of the 
premises which is marked with a chain mesh fence.  This variation will 
correct the current anomaly whereby the licensed area does not 
include the whole of the Verandah Bar/ Beer Garden.  In addition, it 
incorporates the area adjacent to the Dining Room and the small car 
park at the northern end on the premises.  (The attached diagram of 
the premises shows the revised licensed area.) 

 
(c) undertook to have further discussion and to make a timely decision on the 

inclusion into the licensing area of the remaining area of the premises 
namely, the car park; 
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(d) requested the current Licensee or the prospective Licensee to provide to 

the Director of Licensing, as soon as possible, an up to date plan of the 
premises. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J M Large 
PRESIDING MEMBER 


