Horticulture Technical Annual Report 2001/2002

PROJECT: Commercialisation of New Euphorbia Hybrids
Project Officers: D. Marcsik, M. Hoult, M. Connelly and R. Aiton

Location: BARC

Objective:

Facilitate the introduction and release of new and diverse Euphorbia milii hybrids to benefit the
nursery industry of the NT

Method:

Over a three-year period several accessions were sourced from suppliers in Thailand and brought through
post-entry quarantine. On release, accessions were grown at the BARC nursery and evaluated for
horticultural potential. Desirable traits were ranked by three experienced horticulturists, concurrent with
industry screening and release of propagules of interest (see Table 1 and Figures 2 and 3).

Results:
Results are presented in Table 1.
Discussion:

The Thai hybrids of Euphorbia milii represent a new product for the local nursery industry. Prospects are
encouraging for developing a range of cultivars for marketing interstate. The total number of accessions so
far introduced is only a fifth of the known cultivars available in Thailand, where over 200 have been bred and
selected. The variation in commercial traits is large (see Table 1) and local nurseries will need to determine
what traits are of importance for their given markets and select cultivars accordingly. Interestingly, the most
favoured accessions, as determined by industry demand for propagules, were predominantly red-flowered
and with large bracts (see Table 1).
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