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REQUIREMENTS FOR PEOPLE AUTHORISED TO POSSESS AND USE SCHEDULE 7 PESTICIDES

Introduction:  Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Mines promotes minimum use of pesticides.  Our role is to ensure that pesticide use does not cause injury to human health, the environment or present a risk to trade.  Using pesticides correctly protects your health, your family, your livelihood, the environment and the food you eat.

Use pesticides only when really needed.  Identify the pest and assess the damage.  Seek advice from the Northern Territory Horticulture Association or Primary Industry on the proper method of control, and use only the recommended pesticide.  Purchase only sufficient pesticide for the job in hand.  This avoids storing the dangerous poison on your premises.  A further purchase (on the same authorisation) can be made later if required.

Schedule 7 poisons have a high potential for causing harm at low exposure.  They are only available to authorised users that have the skills to handle them safely. 

The conditions of use described below are mandatory.  It is an offence to use a Schedule 7 chemical product either without a valid authorisation or contrary to the conditions of the authorisation.  The penalties for misuse could be high.

About your Authorisation: Your authorisation will have a life of 2 years unless otherwise specified.  Keep it in a safe place, remember that it is your authority to possess and use a poison (and not just to purchase).  You MUST show your authorisation to your supplier each time that you make a purchase.  He will make an entry in his poisons register and ask you to sign the entry.

Possession and Use of Schedule 7 Pesticide: You MUST use the pesticide only for the purpose, and only in accordance with conditions, specified in the authorisation document.  Read your authorisation carefully to ensure that you comply.

Schedule 7 pesticides MUST NOT be possessed, stored or used at any address other than that stated in the authorisation document.  The pesticides, when not in actual use, MUST be stored in a locked cabinet or store room.
The authorised person MUST only use schedule 7 pesticides.  You MUST NOT supply these pesticides to another person.

All pesticides are subject to ‘registration conditions’.  These conditions are LEGAL REQUIREMENTS with which an authorised person must comply.  Registration conditions are written on the pesticide container LABEL and give details about the correct use, including host/situation, pests and the application rates.

Record Keeping: You MUST keep a record of each purchase of an S7 pesticide.

The spray records must be kept for 2 years after use and include.

A. Name and address of person who used the product.

B. Name of the product.

C. If the product was used in a ground spraying business or aerial spraying business – the names and addresses of the business, the licensee of the business and the client on whose behalf the product was used.

D. The rate and amount of product applied.

E. Method of application. If the method was aerial spraying – 

(a) The name and address of the pilot who flew the aircraft.

(b) Type of aircraft and registration. 

(c) How the product was applied and equipment used to apply it. 

F. Expiry date of product.

G. The date and time the product was used.

H. The address or location of the land on which the product was used, down to the paddock location and size of area.

I. The type of crop, pasture or other plants in the area. 

J. Temperature, wind speed and direction at the time of spraying.

K. Name of target pest or disease. 

L. Withholding periods.

M. Details of the permit or authorisation allowing use.

Any additional recorded information required under that permit or authorisation.

KEEP CHILDREN AWAY FROM THE AREA WHEN MIXING AND USING PESTICIDES

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

If you suffer from ill health, especially with respiratory or heart disease, you should not use pesticides.

BEFORE YOU SPRAY, YOU MUST GIVE YOUR NEIGHBOURS ADEQUATE WARNING.  AT LEAST 12 HOURS NOTICE SHOULD BE GIVEN EITHER BY PHONE OR IN PERSON.  This will enable them to take precautions such as staying indoors, closing their windows, removing washing from the clothesline, protecting pet birds and fish, and bees.  It is especially important if your neighbours suffer from asthma or other illness, as they may need to leave the area while you are spraying.

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL BEFORE OPENING THE CONTAINER, including the small print.  DO NOT use the pesticide if doubt exists as to its content eg, the label is missing.

CONCENTRATES are very toxic.  Be very careful when opening the container and decanting the concentrate into measuring jugs and spray tanks.

PROTECTIVE CLOTHING MUST be worn when mixing and applying pesticides. Includes:

· Cotton overalls buttoned at the throat and wrists, impervious (PVC) gloves and a washable plastic or hard hat;

· Chemical-resistant boots, worn beneath the overalls so that any spillage is not caught in the boots;

· Face shield and/or half-face respirator with an appropriate cartridge, especially for dust formulations and volatile liquid concentrates.

Application Equipment: The equipment MUST be in proper working order.  Applicators MUST be calibrated to minimise spray drift while giving effective coverage.

NEVER EAT, DRINK OR SMOKE WHILE MIXING OR APPLYING PESTICIDES.
AVOID CONTAMINATION of the skin, especially the eyes and mouth.  Liquid formulations should be poured carefully to avoid splashing.  Avoid powder formulations puffing up into the face.  If contaminated, wash immediately.  If clothing is contaminated, remove and replace with clean clothes.

ALWAYS have plenty of water with soap for washing after each application.

AVOID inhaling chemicals, dust and fumes, and take particular care when working in confined spaces.

NEVER blow out clogged nozzles or hoses with your mouth.

AVOID SPRAY DRIFT.  DO NOT SPRAY if atmospheric conditions particularly wind conditions cause drift.

FOLLOW THE LABEL DIRECTIONS about re-entry periods; don’t allow others to enter the treated area until it’s safe to do so.

RETURN unused pesticides to the store, and safely dispose of empty containers and remaining chemical.

NEVER leave pesticides in application equipment.  Clean your equipment after use and return to the store.

NEVER transfer pesticides into other containers, especially milk, beer or soft drink containers.

IF POISONING OCCURS, immediately get in touch with a doctor; or Poisons Information Centre on PHONE: 13 1126.
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