
Petroleum title applications that attract the 
Right to Negotiate process

Brief outline of the right to negotiate process under the Native Title Act 1993 
for the grant of a petroleum title
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NOTE: *The Minister referred to is the Commonwealth Minister

Energy Division prepares 
advertisements
for the NT News and the
Koori Mail and notifies affected
parties.

Native Title claimants have 4 months
in which to lodge a
claim and become registered.
Only Registered Native Title
parties can participate in
the negotiation process. 
Negotiations involve DME, 
applicant and Native Title parties.

The Native Title Act requires
that all "Parties must negotiate
in good faith with a view to
obtaining an agreement".  Any 
party to the negotiations 
may request the Arbitral Body
to mediate.

The Minister may intervene in
the decision making process under
certain circumstances and may
 overrule the Arbitral Body's 
decision to grant or
not to grant the title.
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*The process outlined here is the standard process for the grant of a petroleum title.
*Arbitral body is the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT)

If after 6 months from the 
notification day no agreement 
has been reached any party may 
refer the matter to the Arbitral 
Body for a determination.
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