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Figure 1. Proportion of fruit within each size group

Conclusions:

Kabocha can be grown in the Katherine region. Whether the profit margin is high enough to cover
increased costs due to the location would be up to an individual producer. It is strongly recommended that
potential growers check with markets for recommended varieties and grades before planting the crop.
Calculated yield per hectare is around the range stated by Top and Ashcroft (2000). The ‘best’ variety will
be determined when quality results from the national trial are available and analysed and market
preference. The variety Tetsukabuto had the highest yield and fruit set.

Reference:

Top and Ashcroft 2000. Japanese pumpkin – kabocha. A production manual for Victoria. Second edition.
Department of Natural Resources and Environment, Victoria.

PROJECT: Development of Vegetable Production Systems –
Snake Bean Variety Evaluation 2000

Project Officers: M. Traynor, P. Hopkinson and E. Maroulis

Location: CPHRF

Objective:

• To bulk up seed for future testing for fusarium resistance by the Plant Pathology section.
• To conduct a preliminary assessment of agronomic characteristics using the variety Green

pod Kaohsiung as a standard.
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Introduction:

Fusarium wilt of snake beans is widespread in Asian vegetable farms in the Darwin region. Green Pod
Kaohsiung, the variety used by all growers, was quite prone to infection. In an effort to identify a new
variety with Fusarium resistance, 39 seed lines were sourced from overseas and from within Australia.
These lines were trialled at CPHRF during the 2000 dry season.

Management:

Plants were grown on vertical trellis using plastic mulch and fertiliser injection. Non–replicated four plant
plots were spaced 3 m apart to prevent varieties growing together. Irrigation, fertiliser and pest and
disease management was according to current DPIF recommendations. Sufficient beans were harvested
for measurements, while the rest were left to fully mature on the plant and were then collected for seed.
Plants were assessed for vigour and uniformity. Yield data was not collected on this preliminary
assessment.

Results:

Please see Table 1.

Fruit assessments
Bean quality was graded using No.11 (Green pod Kaohsiung) as a standard. Of the 39 lines assessed
only No.3 (Minara variety) and No.37 (CP 68) were considered of comparable quality. No.33 (Tainong 5)
showed good bean characteristics but its purple colour would require market testing.

Plant assessments
Plant uniformity and vigour assessments showed several lines with ratings comparable to Green pod
Kaohsiung.

All the seed lines will be tested for Fusarium resistance. Those with a less than good quality rating may be
useful in a breeding program if they show good resistance.
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