
PREVIOUS 7 YEARS
Total Cattle, Port of Darwin NT Cattle, Port of Darwin

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
448,196 219,439 280,011 299,179 258,127 322,602 260,618 211,042 246,389 160,412 192,441 222,669 193,172 229,796 212,520 205,204

Live Cattle Exports via Darwin Port – FEBRUARY 2005
# Please note that the “NT CATTLE” figures are NT cattle exported through the Port of Darwin only, some NT cattle are exported through interstate ports.

Destination TOTAL CATTLE (including interstate) # NT CATTLE
2003 2004 Last

year
28/02/04

YTD

28/02/05

1-28
Feb

Previous 
Month

Difference

2003 2004 Last
year

28/02/04

YTD

28/02/05

1-31
Feb

Previous 
Month

Difference

BRUNEI 16,572 14,101 2,337 0 0 0 0 13,574 10,492 2,337 0 0 0 0

INDONESIA 182,624 158,600 25,760 24,406 10,652 13,754 -3,102 145,274 150,048 25,760 24,406 10,652 13,754 -3,102

PHILIPPINES 51,792 31,623 5,903 0 0 0 0 46,243 29,393 5,903 0 0 0 0

SABAH 224 304 0 0 0 0 0 224 304 0 0 0 0 0

SARAWAK 320 0 0 0 0 0 0 92 0 0 0 0 0 0

W-MALAYSIA 9,028 6,379 0 93 93 0 +93 7,055 6,272 0 93 93 0 +93

EAST TIMOR 58 35 0 0 0 0 0 58 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 260,618 211,042 34,000 24,499 10,745 13,754 -3,009 212,520 205,204 34,000 24,499 10,745 13,754 -3,009

-9,501 -9,501

"February at a glance"

• 10,745 head of cattle through the Port of Darwin
during February, 3,009 head less than January
and 969 less than February last year.

Live Cattle Exports thru the Port of Darwin
(last 10 years)
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Prepared by the NT Department of Business, Industry and Resource Development.

This publication contains commodity market information prepared for DBIRD staff use in strategic research and extension planning.  While DBIRD exercise care in the
compilation and preparation of this information, no responsibility is taken for its accuracy or for the completeness of any information that is reproduced from other
sources.  DBIRD denies any loss or damage to any person whether caused directly or indirectly by the use of any of the information provided.

OTHER LIVESTOCK EXPORTS VIA DARWIN PORT (includes NT and Interstate Stock)
Buffalo Camels Goats Deer Horses Sheep Pigs

Destination 2004 2005 1-28
Feb

2004 2005 1-28
Feb

2004 2005 1-28
Feb

2004 2005 1-28
Feb

2004 2005 1-28
Feb

2004 2005 1-28
Feb

2004 2005 1-28
Feb

BRUNEI 2,279 0 0 115 0 0 3,680 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
INDONESIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
PHILIPPINES 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 640 0 0
W-MALAYSIA 1,556 672 672 0 0 0 725 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
E-MALAYSIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 217 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 3,835 672 672 115 0 0 4,722 0 0 30 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 640 0 0

Total Live Cattle Exports (Australia Wide) 2004

Australian live cattle shipments for 2004 totalled 637,152 head, a fall of 18% on the previous years total of 774,248
head. Shipments fell to all major export markets, except China and Jordan.

Indonesia was again the largest market for Australian cattle in 2004, taking 358,638 head, or 56% of total exports
for the year. Indonesia was also the most resilient of the South-East Asian markets during 2004, with a drop of only
7% on 2003 levels, compared to decreases of 46% and 51% to Malaysia and the Philippines respectively.

Cattle shipments to China continued to increase in 2004, jumping a further 68% on 2003 levels to 73,911 head.
This figure established China as Australia’s second largest market for the calendar year.

The export value of Australian live cattle shipments during 2004 was A$477 million FOB, only 2% below 2003
levels (A$486 million FOB). 

Given the 18% decline in volume, the 2% decline in the value of exports for the year was primarily due to increased
numbers of high value dairy cattle exported (78,446 head – 56% more than 2003), as well as higher prices for non-
breeding animals (feeder cattle).

The average value of feeder cattle exported in 2004, at A$594/head, was 8% higher than the average in 2003.

Australian live cattle exports during 2004 were negatively affected by record cattle prices, the strong Australian
dollar, increased shipping costs, high demand for feeder cattle for the meat trade and strong competition from
competitively priced frozen beef, particularly in Malaysia, the Philippines and Indonesia.

Total Live Cattle Exports (Australia Wide) by Destination 2004 
Courtesy of Meat & Livestock Australia LiveLink

DESTINATION 2003 2004 % change
Brunei 19,796 17,975 -9.2
China 44,138 73,911 67.5
Indo 387,160 358,638 -7.4
Israel 43,213 20,947 -51.5
Japan 22,034 18,098 -17.9
Jordan 23,065 34,154 48.1
Kuwait 4,081 4,668 14.4
Malaysia 87,955 47,541 -45.9
Mexico 2,552 5,911 131.6
Philippines 96,016 46,918 -51.1
Saudi Arabia 15,969 0 -
UAE 4,687 1,589 -66.1
Others 23,582 6,802 -71.2
Total 774,248 637,152 -17.7


