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May, 2003
LIVE CATTLE EXPORTSVIA DARWIN PORT
Destination Total Cattle NT Cattleonly
(including interstate)
2001 | 2002 [Lastyear| YTD | 1-31 Previous 2001 | 2002 [Lastyear| YTD 1-31 Previous
31.05.02 | 31.05.03 | May Month 31.05.02 | 31.05.03| May Month
Differencef Difference
BRUNEI 16,155 19,085 7,244 9,168 1,631| 1,794 -163] 11,003 12,012 3,665 6482 691] 663 +28
EGYPT 52,692| 10,873 0 0 0 0 o| 30376] 10,873 0 0 0 0 0
INDONESIA 151,190| 199,327| 59,220] 90,947| 22,163| 23,440 -1,277] 121,632| 133,763| 41,612| 62288 16,253 12,922 +3,331
PHILIPPINES 31,984 65931 27,452 11,720 0| 3433 -3433 25701| 52,692 24,469 8203 0| 3433 -3433
SABAH 110 318 0 0 0 0 0 110 17 0 0 0 0 0
SAUDI ARABIA 0| 6550 0 0 0 0 0 0| 5,066 0 0 0 0 0
SARAWAK o] 1,033 0 320 0 0 0 0 846 0 2 0 0 0
VIETNAM 941 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
W-MALAYSIA 5055 18765 4,828 7,301 341 2,830 -2,489 4,350| 13,839 4,088] 5328 341] 2,830 -2,489
EAST TIMOR 0 32 32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
JORDAN 0 688 0 0 0 0 0 688 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 258,127| 322,602| 98,776| 119,456| 24,135| 31,497| -7,362| 193,172| 229,796| 73,834| 82,393| 17,285| 19,848| -2,563
+20,680 +8,559
"May at a glance" Live Cattle Exports thru Port of Darwin
2002 v 2003
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‘OTHER’ LIVESTOCK EXPORTSVIA DARWIN PORT (incl. NT and I nterstate Stock)

Buffalo Camels Goats Deer Hor ses Sheep Pigs
Destination 2002 |YTD |1-31 |2002 |YTD |1-31 2002 [YTD |1-31 |2002 [YTD |1-31 |2002 |YTD |1-31 |2002 |YTD |1-31 |2002 |YTD |1-31
2003 [May 2003 |May 2003 [May 2003 [May 2003 |May 2003 |May 2003 [May
BRUNEI 3359 (1361 | 310| 144 46| 15]|2439[1610| 463] 37 0 0 0 0 o 430 0 0 0 0 0
EAST TIMOR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
W-MALAYSIA | 173] 32 o] 609| 145 0]7.182 | 4,286 | 3,303 0 0 0 4 0 01573 5 5 0 0 0
SAUDI ARABIA 0 0 o| 118 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
SARAWAK 57 0 o]l 64| 100 o]l 225| 239 0 0| 60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
PHILIPPINES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ol 29 6 0 0 0 o| 686 0 0
INDONESIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o] 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
THAILAND 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o] 320 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 3589 (1,393 310| 935 201| 15 6,135 (3766| 357| 60 ol 44 6 0]2,003 5 5] 686 0 0

~

PREVIOUS 6 YEARS

Total Cattle, Port of Darwin

1996
383,535

1997
448,196

1998
219,439

1999
280,011

2000
299,179

2001
258,127

2002
322,602

NT Cattle, Port of Darwin
1996 1997 1998
189,918 246,389 160,412

1999
192,441

2000
222,669

2001
193,172

2002
229,796
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EXCHANGE RATES

Key Currencies Current Previousweek | 3 monthsago 1 Year ago Pre-devaluation
1 Australian Dollar = 30.05.03 23.05.03 28.02.03 30.05.02 01.07.1997
Brunei Dollar 1.1514 1.162 1.0502 1.01 1.076
Egyptian Pound 3.8685 3.9642 3.3323 2.6239 2.56
Euro 0.5483 0.5631 0.5628 0.6023 N/A
Indonesian Rupiah 5425.42 5556.3 5391.35 4995.35 1830
Libyan Dinar 0.7989 0.8057 0.7384 0.755 0.27
Malaysian Ringgit 2.4652 2.5039 2.3017 2.142 1.9
Philippine Peso 34.7485 34.8628 32.9687 28.253 19.84
Thai Baht 27.2903 27.6932 25.8337 23.9579 18.6744
US Dallar 0.6528 0.6587 0.6054 0.5634 0.752

NATIONAL CATTLE PRICES - W/E 30/05/03

JAPANESE STEER KOREAN STEER
Estimated dressed weight price (cents/kg) Estimated dressed weight price (cents/kg)
SALEYARDS O.T.HOOKS SALEYARDS O.T.HOOKS
NSW QLD SA AV NSW QLD SA AV NSW QLD SA AV NSW QLD SA AV
(Aust) (Aust) (Aust) (Aust)
. 310 | 295 | 304 | 306 | 286 | 278 | 285 | 285 ) 303 | 278 | 315 | 291 | 282 | 263 nq 273
This week This week

Last week 303 | 293 ng 303 | 275 | 270 | 280 | 280 | | ast week 303 | 264 ng 298 | 271 | 255 nq 263
Year ago 253 | 236 ng 250 | 267 | 250 | 267 | 270 | Yearago 254 | 239 | 271 | 252 | 255 | 247 nq 251

USMANUFACTURING COW DOMESTIC TRADE STEER
Estimated dressed weight price (cents/kg) Estimated dressed weight price (cents/kg)
SALEYARDS O.T.HOOKS SALEYARDS O.T.HOOKS
NSW QLD SA AV NSW QLD SA AV NSW QLD SA AV NSW QLD SA AV
(Aust) (Aust) (Aust) (Aust)
. 232 232 219 231 212 213 195 198 . 330 299 321 326 286 258 285 304
This week This week

Lastweek | 206 | 210 | 232 | 212 | 213 | 199 | 192 | 195 | Lagweek | 323 | 304 | 342 | 324 | 273 | 249 | 285 | 300
Year ago 202 | 191 | 213 | 202 | 213 | 216 | 216 | 230 | Yearago 302 | 270 | 315 | 303 | 267 | 243 | 300 | 297

LIVE EXPORT QUOTES
Estimated live weight price (cents/kg)

LIGHT STEERS HEAVY STEERS
_(280-400 kg) __(400+ kg) Prices courtesy of:
Darwin T/ville F/mantle | Darwin T/ville F/mantle M eat and Livestock Australia (MLA).
This week 145 nq ng 145 nq nq
Last week 145 130 nq 145 130 nq
Year ago
nq ng ng 150 ng ng

3

‘gg‘ ared by the NT Department of Business, Industry and Resour ce Developntent.

This publication contains commodity market information prepared for DBIRD staff usein strategic research and extension planning. While DBIRD exercise carein
the compilation and preparation of thisinformation, no responsibility istaken for its accuracy or for the completeness of any information that is reproduced from
other sources. DBIRD denies any loss or damage to any person whether caused directly or indirectly by the use of any of the information provided.
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NLISWhat ishappening in other STATES

SA announces $6M for NLISuptake

SouthAustrdia sRann government announced afunding alocation of morethan $6 millionfor livestock
identification over the next four years. Themoney will be made avail ablefor therapid uptake of the
NLISinSouthAustralia

Agriculture, Food and FisheriesMinigter, Paul Holloway announced that $3.2 millionwoul d be provided
next financia year toalow SA livestock producersand othersin theindustry to buy state-of theart ear
tagsand equipment to read thetags.

“Theaimisto achieve completelivestock identification withinthreeyearsand asmilar systemfor the
statessheep flock will beimplemented immediately following theintroduction of theNLIS.”
SouthAugtralia slivestock exports areworth $600 million annually, being made up of approximately
1.2million cattleand 13.9 million sheep.

“Devedoping arobust identification systemwill protect theseva uable markets, aswell asregiond areas
of the state heavily dependent on the sector,” Mr Holloway said. “It would dso beanintegra tool inthe
event of an exotic disease outbreak because of theincreased traceability of infected animals,” hesaid.
Morelnformation?

Denice Rendell, PIRSA, Ph: (08) 8207 7911.

Could market forcesbedriving NLISin Victoria?

Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) President Simon Ramsay isencouraging V FF Pastoral Group
membersto preferentially purchase cattleidentified with NLI Stagsin order to maximise buyer interest
when those purchased cattle are subsequently sold.

Mr Ramsay announced that therewas an emerging market preferencein Victoriafor NLISidentified
cattle, reflected asadiscount in therelative value of non-NLISidentified animasand further, that it did
not matter whether cattle were being sought for domestic or export processing, for fattening or as
breeding stock.

“Cattle introduced onto aVictorian property that are not already NL I Sidentified must betagged with
an orange Postbreeder tag within 30 daysof arrival. It istherefore not surprising that buyersof store
cattlearediscounting pensthat arenot NLISidentified.”

Mr Ramsay said that the messagefor buyersand sellers should be clear; thefull traceability, and the
enhanced level of integrity that NL1Sprovidesisbecomingincreasingly important to consumersbothin
Australiaand oversess. “ Victoria sbeef industrieshave acommitment to food safety, and through the
NLISwill be ableto meet the requirements of our most demanding customersinrelationto cattle
traceability,”

Morelnformation?

Simon Ramsay, VFF

Ph: (03) 9207 5550.

TASgovernment to provide $1M in NLISfunding

The Tasmanian Primary IndustriesMinister Bryan Green announced that the Tasmanian government
would be providing $1 million for theimplementation of NLISinfrastructure over thenext threeyears.
Speaking at Killafaddy sdleyardson 3 June, Mr Green congratul ated Tasmanian Livestock Agentsfor
their rolein encouraging producersto partici patein the scheme. Almost haf of theweanersat the 2003
autumn salewereNLISidentified.

Information was reprinted from the NLIS newsl etter with permission from the MLA oo 4
age
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AQISat WORK

PASSENGER TELLS PORKIES, BUT CAN'T DUCK BIGGEST-EVER
QUARANTINE FINE

A woman who attempted to smuggle uncooked Pig and Duck meat from Asiawas|ast month found
guilty of breaching Australia’s quarantine and custom laws and fined closeto $14,000.

Thisistheheaviest pendty for aquarantinesmuggling offenceever issued, andit sendsaclear message
that Austraiawill not be put at risk of diseases such asfoot and mouth or exotic strainsof bird diseases.

AQISofficersat Sydney Airport caught theAustralian resident. Her bag contained 3.5 kilograms of
uncooked pork and 2.5 kilogramsof pork sausages, half akilogram of duck gizzardsand 250 grams of
duck tongue.

Thewoman pleaded not guilty, but the magistratefined her $13,608 for ddliberately breaching quarantine
laws. Any of these products could have caused immense damageto Australia sagricultureindustries
and theenvironment. The pig meat could introducefoot and mouth, swinefever, surraor swinevesicular
disease-potentialy destroying anindustry worth $1.45 billioninthe past year aone.

Theduck products could have been contaminated with exoti ¢ diseases such asduck plague, duck virus
hepatitis, infectiousbursal disease, and exotic strainsof avianinfluenzaor Newcastle disease.
Thepotentia impact onAustraia snative animalscould beeven greater, sSincethey havenoresistance
totheseexotic diseases

THE TALE OF THE MYSTERY SUITCASE

AQISofficersswunginto action recently when staff at Sydney Airport discovered asuitcase containing
43 packages of chrysanthemum plantsand 25 packages of seedswhichwereal heavily infested with
insects.

Thesuitcase had an airlineticket attached naming aChinesefarmer travelling toAustraliahe denied
knowledge of the suitcase.

AQISsuspecting asmuggling scamtrying toimport illega plant materia into Australiasifted through
diariesand business cardsin the suitcase that reveal ed the owner of the suitcasewasinvolvedinthe
horticultureindustry and travelsregularly.

Inquiries soon discovered that the suitcase had become missing intransit during one of hisoverseas
vigts. Hewas contacted and it was confirmed that the suitcasewent missing during histripfrom Taiwan
to Bangkok. He described the contents of the suitcase accurately and indicated that the contentswere
for aclientin Bangkok.

What appeared to beapotential breach of the Quarantine Act turned out to beamix-up with luggage
with Mr X innocently collecting thewrong suitcase. Theplantsand seedsarrived inAustraiaasaresult
of agenuinemistake, fortunately AQI S ssurvelllance once again prevented apotentially disastrous
introduction of exoticinsectsand possibly disease-infested plant materid.

Page 5
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AQISat WORK

DARWIN DEFEATS DISEASE CARRYING HITCHHIKERS

AQISDarwin officersrecently foiled deadly hitchhikershidden in cargo whenthey discovered exotic
Aedes al bopi ctus adult mosquitoes and larvae during inspection of acargo carrier. Aedesalbopictus
isanimportant vector of the potentialy fatal disease denguefever and dengue haemorrhagic fever and
isan accomplished hitchhiker having travelled from SouthEast Asato asfar aMauritius, Korea, Guam,
Hawaii and other Pecificldands.

In 1985 it wasreported from Texasin the USA and isnow established in 26 other states.

Quarantine office Sui Ying Soong found the mosquitoes; larvae and pupaein deep foldsin theplastic
lining of cratesvisudly obscured by thecargo. With her colleague Hugo Espinozathey collected samples
for identification. AQISbelievesthemost likely scenario isthat the mosquitoes stowed away onthe
vessel in Singaporewhen it docked thereinearly March

Water was drained off the plastic lined crates and afumigation program with methyl bromidewas
conducted on the shipsholdsand thewharf areawnhile cargo movementswere suspended and thearea
recelved extrasurveillance.

With tiny insectsand even tinier weed seeds combined with difficult accessareasto contend with the
challengeto Australia sAQI S officersishuge but with diligent inspectors and strict inspection and
follow-up proceduresgiveAustraliaaval uable safety net in thefight to keep these pestsand diseases
out of Audtrdia

AQISHELPS FMD FIGHT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

AQISandthe CSIRO are continuing to work together to combat the spread of foot and mouth
disease (FMD) throughout Asia, in anew and exciting project involving CSIRO sAustraian Animal
Health Laboratory (AAHL) in Geelong Victoria.

Thetarget of the project isto control and eventualy eradicate FM D from theregion with CSIRO
controlling the project and supply diagnostic reagentsfor FMD testing intheregion. AQIS,
Biosecurity Austrdiaand other Agriculture, Fisheriesand Forestry-Australia(AFFA) scientific staff
will providetechnical, veterinary and disease control expertise.

Improved information about the spread of thisdreaded livestock diseasewill be gained and by
making affordabl e diagnostic test availableto quaranti ne agenciesin theregion thus strengthening
linksbetween nationa and international |aboratories. The project will set up systemsto build greater
levelsof knowledge onthelocation and spread of all the strainsof thisdisease. CSIRO will help
laboratoriesin other countriesset up quality controlsand regiona proficiency testing programs.

Participating countriesare Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mdaysia,
Mongolia, Myanmar, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Sir Lankaand Thailand.

Audtralia sborderswill be strengthened by the project’s devel opment asimproved knowledge about
the FM D threat will help quarantine resources keep the disease out.

Thesearticlewerereprinted with permission fromAQIS
Page 6
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TOTHEGRAZIER

Your invitation to attend the
RC S Cattle Profit Workshops™ inthe NT

Cattle Profit Workshop™

This new RCS 2 day course will link grazing management and
ecology with cattle nutrition and reproduction to lead you towards
a more profitable business.
Times:8am - 6pm
TENNANT CREEK 27 — 28 July 2003
KATHERINE 4 — 5 August 2003
ALICE SPRINGS 8 — 9 August 2003

Cattle Profit Workshop™

Would you like to improve gross margins with better livestock
management?

COST - $780 first person and $580 each other person attending from the same business.
GrazingforProfit™ School & Ruminant Nutrition Workshop Graduates -
$580
Workshop notes and a day catering package are included in the price. The
workshop is GST free.
Eligible for Farmbis support, for details contact lan McLean, Alice Springs, 8951
8537 or RCS
RSVPto RCS - Phone: 1800 356 004 Mail: RCS, PO Box 633, Yeppoon Qld 4703 Fax:
07 4939 5144
[l
Please register me/us for the Cattle Profit Workshop to be held at
O TENNANT CREEK, 27 — 28 July 2003
00 KATHERINE, 4 — 5 August 2003
0 ALICE SPRINGS, 8 — 9 August 2003

NAME(S): .oveeveeeereeesess s esssssssseseessssssssssssssssssesesesssssssssssssssssseseses s sssssssssssesseessssssssssssss 24 ee e e e eesene s s
ADDRESS ...ttt bbbt £ e £t e h e ne bt et bbbt ne e e neeas PC
PHONE:......... i, FAX s

No. attending.............. Cheque enclosed (payable to RCS)

O Yes (Phone Credit Card facilities available.)

FarmBis Funding is available for 75% of the course cost.

Page 7
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business.

ECONOMICS

* Discover how to structure profit into your

* Apply thethree secrets for improving profit
and eliminate deadwood from your operation.

ECOLOGY

® Learn how an understanding of
basic ecology determines your
profitability.

* Link the soil — plant —animal
interface.

* | earn about the water, minera
and energy flow cycles.

® Learn how livestock can be used
to improve ecosystem processes

REPRODUCTION

® Link nutrition with reproductive
performance.

* Discussthe Wiltbank Principles and
timing of mating to optimize breeder
performance.

* Learn how to improve the gross margin in
your breeding enterprise.

£

Cattle Profit Workshop™

GRAZING

Learn how to lift carrying capacity WITHOUT
seed, fertilizer, machinery or chemicals.

Discuss the concept of overgrazing and
understocking.

Explore different methods to match stocking rate
with carrying capacity more effectively.

Explore a number of grazing management regimes
including the 4 paddock system that links nutrition
and reproduction with grazing managemet.

NUTRITION

Learn about rumen function and the role of
microbes.

Discuss animal requirements for water, energy,
degradable and bypass protein, mineras and
vitamins.

Learn how to diagnose when to feed
supplements, what to feed, how to feed and how
much to feed stock at different times of year.

Plan a profitable supplement program.

Page 8
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DBIRD Primary Industries News

Notesfrom the Regional Director

Inthelast 3yearsthe Central Australian Camel
Industry Associ ation hasbeen successful in
developing export marketsfor livecamels.

Increasingly both pastoraistsand some
indigenouscommunitieshave been harvesting
ferd camds.

Theliveexport trade only takesyounger camels
mainly males. Thisisbased onheight
restrictionson ship for animal welfarereasons.
Consequently only 20% of mustered fera herds
canbeexportedlive.

Theassociation hasbeentryingto obtain
accessto export abattoirswithout success. To
assist thefurther devel opment of thered meat
industry inthe Northern Territory, the Northern
Territory Government hasrecently funded a
study intoasmall modern multi speciesabattoir.

Thereport on this study was presented by the
consultant, David McKinna, last week at the
Arid Zone Research Ingtitute. Thereport
indicatesthat suchafacility isfeasible providing
the supply of 10,000 head comprising cattle,
camelsand possibly buffaloisguaranteed and
export marketsfor boxed meat are devel oped.

Thereportisnow being finalised for possible
investors.

For acopy of thereport please contact
Chrigtine Ussher, DBIRD Alice Springson
89518101.

Monthly Review of Temperature
and Rainfall for June 2003

Temperature
IntheAlice Springsdistrict the mean monthly
maximum temperatureswereabout norma inthe
southeastern corner, with Yuendumu about
2-3°C above normal and the remainder of the
district 1-2°C above average.
Thehighest mean monthly maximumtemperature
was 29.6°C at Elliott and thelowest was 20.0°C
at Kulgera. The hottest day reached 35°C at
Elliott, onthe 29", and the cool est day reached
14.5°C at Arltunga, onthe 16"

Themean monthly minimum temperatureswere
mostly normal throughtout the district except for
two patches of 1-2°C below normal around
Rabbit Flat and inthe centre of theAlice Springs
district. The lowest mean monthly minimum
temperature was 3.6°C at Arltunga and the
highest was 12.7°C at Tennant Creek Airport.
Thecoolest night reached -3.0°C at Kulgeraand
Arltungaonthe 22™ and 23" respectively with
thewarmest night at Curtin Springson the 18"
reaching 18.0°C.

Rainfall

Inpartsof theAlice Springsdistrict fallsof

(1-14 mm) werereported, no rainfall occurred
inthenorthern areasof thedidtrict. Aboveaverage
fallsof (8-30 mm) occurredin the southwestern
quadrant on the 29" and 30" due to anorthwest
cloudband. Palm Valley reported the highest
monthly rainfall and thehighest daily rainfall of
35.2 mm on the 30". Kulgera had the highest
number of raindaysat threewithrainfall being
reported from the 24" till the end of the month.

Fire Weather
Therewasnomagjor fireactivity in central and
southern partsof the Territory thismonth. Inthe
south, fuel loadswerelow, and people seemed
to be taking more care with fire after the
dangerousfire season last year.

POTS

WEATHER DETAILS PROVIDED COURTESY OF
THE BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY, DARWIN.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS
BASED ON UNCONFIRMED DATA
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